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NEWSLETTER
11/09/2020
“I have placed my rainbow in the clouds,. It is the sign of my covenant with you and with all the earth”
Genesis 9:13
Dear Parents and Carers,
It is with great delight that I am writing the first proper newsletter of the academic year 2020/2021. The term has
got off to a flying start and I am extremely proud of how well the children in each class have settled back into the
routines of school. A special mention must go to our new reception children who have impressed us all very
much with their ability to come into a new school so happily, fully embracing every opportunity given to them this
week.
After months of work, our new ‘WE CARE’ curriculum was launched last week and we are very much looking forward to sharing the work each class produces in response to our learning theme each term. Our curriculum centres around six broad themes inspired by Oxfam’s Education for Global Citizenship. We have mapped the national
curriculum through these themes, ensuring that learning is progressively revisited in each class. Our theme for
Term 1 and 2 in all classes is Our Place in the World with a focus on the concept of globalisation. The linked
learning across the classes will provide a wonderful opportunity to create whole school displays that ensure the
children of Oare deepen their understanding of key concepts throughout their time with us.
We are now block teaching most foundation subjects which enables us to ensure our pupils receive a focussed
and immersive learning experience. The amazing results of this approach is already evident in the incredible art
work being produced this week across the whole school.
More information is available on our curriculum page and we will be sharing lots of news about what we are up to
in class in our weekly newsletters.
This term, we have welcomed Mr Floyd from PH Sports as our PE teacher every Monday and Friday. We have
been extremely lucky with the weather and the children have enjoyed getting outside. I was delighted that Mr
Floyd commented to me on the first Friday back on how well behaved he thought the children of Oare were.
We plan to continue to use Seesaw as a learning platform. This will enable the children to journal their learning in
school as well as use the app as a platform for the setting and completion of
homework.
Class teachers will share news regarding homework expectations in your child’s
class early next week They will also be sending a Seesaw home learning code for
the new academic year. We will continue to use Office 365 in school and children
will be taught how to save any classwork created using an Office app into their
own account.
Thank you so much to the entire community of Oare for continuing to be so understanding and supportive. Whilst the way in which we have to operate is different,
the school just feels as it always has done — a happy, hard-working hub of enthusiastic and excited learners.

Covid-19 Reminders


If your child or any member of your family is displaying symptoms of Covid-19 please ensure
that you follow the guidelines below:

Pupils, staff and other adults must not come into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19)
symptoms, or have tested positive in the last 10 days.
Anyone becoming unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or change
in their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they will be sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at
home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’, which sets
out that they must self-isolate for at least 10 days (please note this is a change in guidance and should
arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). Other members of their household
(including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symp
toms.
Any members of staff who have helped someone with symptoms and any pupils who have been in close
contact with them do not need to go home to self-isolate unless they develop symptoms themselves (in
which case, they should arrange a test) or if the symptomatic person subsequently tests positive or they
have been requested to do so by NHS Test and Trace.’



If your child has a mild cold, as long as they do not have a cough, a temperature or a loss of
taste or smell, they can attend school. However, we would urge parents to seek medical advice if you are unsure in anyway as to whether your child should be attending school or not.
We are happy for you to speak to us if you need to, but we cannot provide medical advice.
Please ensure you ring school to report all absences by 9.00am each morning. We have to
report our attendance daily to the DFE.



Could we please politely remind parents that social distancing does need to be observed outside the school gates. Staff have been asked to park so that they don’t overhang the pavement that runs outside the school hall in order to ensure that there is space for Skylark and
Kestrel parents to be able to queue and observe distancing rules.



The school is operating in two bubbles, EYFS/KS1 and KS2. I attach our Covid-19 behaviour
appendix at the bottom of this newsletter. I would be grateful if parents would reinforce
this to children. Whilst we do not expect the children to remain 2m apart, we have asked
them to ensure when they are out at play that they limit skin to skin contact as far as possible.



Please can we request that Owl parents don’t stop and drop their children off outside the
side gate. We are not able to offer our previous ‘stop and drop service’ at this time. I hope
you appreciate that even if it is only a brief drop-off, it is causing conjestion and is a danger
to the parents and children already waiting to enter school.

Thank you for your co-operation and support.

SEND Support Plan Meetings
Mrs Osborn will be in touch regarding support plan reviews over the next couple of weeks. Sadly, due
to the Government Covid-19 guidance in place, we are not able to invite parents into school to hold
these meetings. Whilst we realise this is not ideal, we can still carry out these meetings via TEAMs or
telephone, following parent’s preference. External specialist SEN support is currently still being carried
out remotely, however we will of course keep parents informed of any changes to this.

Covid-19 Contingency Plan
As per the requirements by the DFE, all schools must have in place a contingency plan for a range of
scenarios, for example in case of a national/local lockdown, if staff have to self-isolate and work from
home or if a bubble has to self-isolate due to a Covid-19 case on site.
As part of this contingency plan, we need to be able to switch immediately to a remote learning situation for a bubble, or indeed the whole school. Therefore, we need to ensure that all parents and pupils
are able to access Seesaw and Office 365. New home learning codes are being sent home for SEESAW
in homework books. I have also requested that Excalibur IT team reset Kestrel and Skylark children’s
Office 365 passwords so we can login with the children at school and teach them how to use TEAMs
and other apps available to them on this platform. We will ensure all new passwords are shared with
parents.
Any pupils new to the school will receive logins and support for how to access these learning platforms.

Facebook and Twitter
Please follow this link to the Oare Primary School Community Page. This was set up by the school as a
supportive page for the school community to share information, ask questions and for advice, recommendations and forthcoming events. We also have an open Facebook page which serves to share what
we have been doing as a school with the local community.
The school’s Twitter feed also aims to promote our very special rural primary school. We love to post
the incredible work that your children produce (of which we are so proud) and give an insight into the
opportunities we give to them to develop as learners.
A school is created by its community and you as parents are a vital and much valued part of this. Please
do follow us, like us and share far and wide.

Parent Governors
The Governors of Oare Primary School play a vital role in supporting the school.
We currently have four vacancies for parent governors. If you feel that this role may be of interest to
you and you would like to know a little more, please do contact Mrs Osborn

BIRTHDAYS
It is a tradition for the children of Oare to come to school in non-uniform when it is their
birthday. We are very happy to continue with this at this time. Children may bring
sweets in to share with their class, however, could we request that these are a sealed bag
of sweets and the individual sweets are wrapped. For example, a party bag of Haribo.
Children will collect their own bag of sweets.
If you wish your child not to receive sweets, please can you let the school office know.

MINIBUS BOOKING
Mrs Purnell will be sending out a link to the minibus booking form every Thursday to
those who are currently using the bus. Please can this be completed by Friday each
week.

Dates for your diary
Reception children in school - 8.55am - 1pm — w/c 14.9.2020
Reception children in school full time - 8.55m - 3.05pm - w/c 21.9.2020
National Poetry Day - Thursday 1st October 2020
Hello Yello - Young Minds Day - Friday 9th October 2020
Last day of Term 1 - Wednesday 21st October
First day of Term 2 - Monday 2nd November

Please click here to be taken to our school calendar on our website.

Skylark Class
The main focus of our learning in Skylark Class under the theme of Our Place in the
World, is to look at the concept of communication in relation to globalisation. Our
youngest pupils are exploring the invention of aircraft and impact of this on the world.
The children have been exploring the wonderful story of Violet the Pilot with Mrs Dodson and using this to inspire their writing.
Grandma Fantastic with her basket full of wonderful words arrived
this week in Skylark Class. She will be introducing the pupils to
word collecting using the FANTASTICS.
Lots more news and photos to follow,
but we are very excited to have her
helping us out as an extra member of
staff to develop the vocabulary of our
youngest pupils!

The children are loving our continuous provision opportunities which include a travel
agents and an airport check in desk.

WOWs this week go to the entire Reception class - we really cannot believe how settled
they are and how well they have transitioned into school.
WOW to Paige and Toby, who have joined Year 1 - we are so proud of how hard you have
worked and how well you have settled into the class.
Finally a huge WOW to Bridie - her kindness and patience towards all her peers has been
fabulous! What an amazing Year 2 you are!

Kestrel Class
The main focus of our learning in Kestrel Class under the theme of Our Place in the
World, is to look at the concept of trade in relation to globalisation. They will be exploring the Stone Age to Iron Age with a specific focus on how trade developed during this
period.
Kestrels are using two books to develop their understanding of the Stone Age: Stig of the
Dump (what a classic!) and Stone Age Boy.

Look at Kestrel’s amazing sentence
stacking work this week! WOW!!!!

Through their blocked learning in art, the children are developing their understanding
of cave paintings as a form of communication, as well as their drawing skills through using a range of pencils and learning how to shade. We are looking forward to seeing
their work in their sketch books develop further next week.

WOWs this week go to Charlie for his independence in maths and to Tyler for his superb
vocabulary! Well done!!!

Owl Class
The main focus of our learning in Owl Class under the theme of Our Place in the World,
is to look at the concept of culture in relation to globalisation. As part of developing the
children’s understanding of this we will be asking the question ‘How was life in the Roman empire similar to life in today's global world?’ This links neatly to
this terms learning in Kestrel Class, since the end of the Iron Age is
linked to the spread of Roman culture following the Roman invasion. Linked learning will lead to a better understanding of our history!
We have already started to discuss the Roman empire
through our literacy work and are exploring this theme initially through two books, Escape from Pompeii and The Thieves of Ostia, focusing on developing a wide ranging vocabulary related to the Romans.
Our blocked learning is art, with the children developing their learning around selfportraits. This links clearly to our theme of Our Place in the World, with a focus initially
on looking at the realistic portrayal of ourselves, moving into looking at symbolism in art
and how we can portray our inner thoughts. What a talented group of artists we have
in Owl Class!
WOW’s in Owls this week go to Rita in Year 5 and Sophie in Year 6 for their resilience.
They both took a deep breath and then kept going when things got a bit tough this
week. They should be extremely proud of their achievements and the art work they
produced is beautiful.
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Oare Primary School
Behaviour Policy Appendix
(September 2020)
Arriving at school:
You only need to bring your packed lunch, coat, reading book and water bottle into school (unless you
are having a Lataca lunch).
Arrive at the allocated time to avoid large groups of people.
Queue outside school allowing 2m distance between families.
Enter the gate one by one.
Line up as instructed by your class teacher on the playground – this will be according to seating plan.
Wash your hands in the outside sink prior to entering the school building for 20 seconds.
Arriving in class:
Enter by your allocated entrance from the playground.
Put your coat and lunch in your locker (KS2) or hang your coat on your peg and place your lunch on the
shelf above (EYFS/KS1) – be patient and stay in your seating order at all times.
Sit at your allocated desk (KS2) or carpet space (EYFS/KS1).
During lessons:
Do not move from your desk unless told by an adult (KS2).
Use the stationary equipment that has been provided for you.
Do not share any equipment unless instructed to by the teacher (KS2).
Break/Lunch:
At the end of playtime, wash your hands in the outside sink before lining up.
Wash your hands at the start and end of lunch break.
When you are on the playground, stay in your bubble and socially distance as instructed from each other
(KS2).
Using the toilet:
Queue, making sure that there is space between you and the next person.
Only use the toilets that are labelled for your bubble.
Wash your hands (Happy Birthday twice).
Sneezing or coughing:
Avoid touching your mouth, nose and eyes.
‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ – make sure you do not cough or sneeze openly.
Use a tissue and put it in the lidded bin in the classroom.
Wash your hands for 20 seconds (Happy Birthday twice).
Leaving school:
Collect your lunch box, water bottle, coat and reading book.
Follow your class teacher to the playground as instructed and line up.
Wash your hands in the outside sink.
Follow your class teacher to your gate and leave the school premises under their instruction.
Remember:
It is really important to remember that spitting or licking is not allowed.
You can show your friends that you care for them by other means that avoid touch.
Follow all instructions given to you by the adult you are with.

