Oare Church of England Primary School
Cold Blow, Oare, Wiltshire SN8 4JL
Tel & Fax: 01672 562256
Web: www.oare.wilts.sch.uk
e-mail: letters@oare.excalibur.org.uk

NEWSLETTER
24/09/2020
‘To fight for change tomorrow, we need to build resilience today.’
Sheryl Sandberg
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we rapidly approach October, the weather towards the end of this week has definitely felt much
more autumnal. Whilst we are sad not to be able to take our usual seasonal walk to Oare House Arboretum, we are still celebrating the change of season with the children with bulb planting, apple picking,
conker collecting and leaf crunching!
The children of Oare have become historians this week, beginning their two week blocked learning journey into how our world has become interconnected through trade, culture and developments in communication. History knowledge organisers will be posted to Seesaw in order to share the learning happening in your child’s class. We would urge you to help consolidate what we cover in class through conversations at home and maybe add some knowledge of your own about the period in history being studied.
If you require any more information about knowledge organisers and our use of them, please do contact Mrs Osborn.
We are delighted to be able to offer sports clubs starting next week with Mr Floyd our PE teacher.
These are offered on a first come, first served basis up to a maximum of 15 children with no charge to
parents. Please let Mrs Purnell know if you would like your child to attend.
I would be extremely grateful if all parents could respond to the request for information regarding IT provision for your child at home. We are trying to ensure that in the event of any whole school closure or
bubble isolation, that all children have access to appropriate IT in order to be able to access live
TEAMs meets as well as pre-recorded lessons and assignments set on Seesaw. Whilst we very much
hope not to find the school in this situation again, we have to ensure that our contingency plans are
ready to go in the event of this happening.
Can I please request that children are dropped off at the correct time as we are very keen to keep the
bubbles separate in order to negate the requirement for a whole school closure should there be a positive case in either of the bubbles.
Thank you to all parents for helping us keep the school as Covid-19 secure as we can and for your continued support in these difficult times.

Marlborough Literature Festival
Despite the Marlborough Literature Festival not going ahead as usual this year,
Owl Class were delighted to be invited along to a Zoom session yesterday with
Ross Montgomery, author of Max and the Millions. In fact the class was so inspired by his talk, that they have written
to see if would let them adopt him as the
Owl Class author! We’ll let you know
how they get on with their request.

Books can be purchased online by following this link:
https://www.whitehorsebooks.co.uk/max-and-themilllions-1091079.html

NATIONAL POETRY DAY 2020
Do you have a favourite poem that you would like to share with your child’s class?
Whilst we are very sad that we unable to invite parents into school at this time, it doesn’t mean that we
aren't keen to involve you. It is National Poetry Day on Thursday 1st October and we will be celebrating
this with a day where the children of Oare will be learning to recite poetry by heart and become poets
themselves inspired by this year’s theme of Vision.
In order to help us inspire them, we are asking you, their parents, to share your own favourite poems
with the children - either by emailing your favourite poems for us to read to them, or if you are brave
enough, a video of you reading your favourite poem would really help to inspire and excite the children
into enjoying and appreciating poetry. If you could also tell us why it is your favourite poem it would be
lovely to share this with them too.
Mrs Osborn can’t decide - a poem from The Book of Nonsense by Edward Lear or
from Now we are Six by AA Mine. Too many wonderful poems to choose from!
#NationalPoetryDay

WEEKLY WOW’s

Skylark Class
Alex Hunt for his fantastic sentence writing for instructions
Mariah for a fabulously detailed painting of a horse
Amilya for her wonderful phonics and letter formation.

Kestrel Class
Molly for remembering and using key vocabulary.
Evie for her focus and work rate in maths.

Owl Class
Amy for her brilliant work with Roman numerals.
Fin C for his contributions during class discussions this week.
Well done to you all - the staff of OPS are really proud of your achievements.

COATS, WATER BOTTLES & SNACKS
As the weather becomes more autumnal, please ensure that your child has a warm, waterproof
coat with them every day.
Could we please also request that your child brings a clean water bottle to school - we are keen
to ensure that all pupils have access to fresh water should they need a drink during the day.
Water bottles should contain water please. Juice only at lunchtime.
Children may bring in a healthy fruit snack for break time if they wish. Fresh fruit snacks are
provided in Skylark Class.
CUCKOO CLUB WRAP AROUND CHILD CARE
In light of the positive number of responses to our survey to parents regarding wrap around
care at the end of the summer term, we made the decision to continue this academic year to
offer child-care from 8am to 5.15pm. However, the uptake during Term 1 has been very low
with some sessions seeing no children attending and other sessions only one or two children in
attendance. We appreciate this may be due to Covid-19 pandemic meaning that more parents
are working from home, however the school is not allowed to subsidise this provision using
public money and we therefore urge you to use the club if you require childcare. Whilst we do
not need to make a profit, we do need to be able to cover the cost of staffing.
We are able to take child care vouchers in payment for Cuckoo Club. However, the school will
need to register with your voucher provider in order to do this. Please speak to Mrs Purnell in
the school office if you require any more details.

HALF TERM SPORTS CAMP
PH Sports are holding a half-term sports camp at Broad Hinton School. Families from Oare are
more than welcome to join in this opportunity and aid child care over the half term holiday
should you require it.
Please follow the link below for more information and to book online:
http://phsports.co.uk/book-online/

Deadline for Applications for School Places
Don’t forget to apply for a place for September 2021 by the deadlines below.



Secondary Year 7: 31 October 2020



Primary Reception: 15 January 2021

Link for Wiltshire Council to apply online

Free School Meals
If you need more information regarding free school meals and you think that your child may be
eligible, please follow the link below. Please don’t hesitate to talk to us in confidence if you
need any help with this.
Wiltshire Council Free School Meals

Dates for your Diary
National Poetry Day

Thursday 1st October

St John’s Marlborough Virtual Open Day

Thursday 8th October

Hello Yellow Young Minds Day - wear yellow to school

Friday 9th October

Pewsey Vale School Virtual Open Day

Tuesday 13th October

Last day of Term 1

Wednesday 21st October

Secondary School place application deadline

Saturday 31st October

First day of Term 2

Monday 2nd November

Remembrance Day

Wednesday 11th November

Please click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website.

Covid-19 Reminders


Please refer to the Covid-19 information guide for parents and carers at the end of this newsletter
for advice from Wiltshire Council.



Please follow this link for information regarding the NHS Track and Trace App launched yesterday.
Whilst school staff are not required to use this app daily, we will be asking all visitors and contractors to register their visits to the school.



We ask that you ring school to report all absences by 9.00am each morning. We have to report our attendance daily to the DFE.



Do keep us informed if you are trying to obtain a test for your child, but are unable to get
one. Schools have been issued with a limited amount of tests to release should there be a
barrier to getting a test. This will be considered on a case by case basis and will be subject
to availability.



Could we request that Owl Class parents who do not have siblings in other classes, park at
the pub and walk their children up to the side gate. Please do not do a drive by and drop, as
the lane is becoming very congested and dangerous, particularly in the morning.



Kestrel and Skylark parents should park considerately in the lane along from school. Please
consider our neighbours. If possible please do not park on the opposite side of the road to
the main entrance of the school as this can mean that there is no passing place outside
school.



If you have children in both Kestrel and Owl class they can enter and exit the school via the
front gate at 8.45am and 3.15pm as they are in the same bubble together.



Can we urge those of you who live near enough to walk to school, please do so in order to
reduce the number of cars needing to park.

I hope you understand that we do not have the space outside to socially distance the entire KS2
bubble and their parents directly outside school. We very much appreciate and thank you for your
co-operation and support at this time.

