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NEWSLETTER
09/10/2020
‘To fight for change tomorrow, we need to build resilience today.’
Sheryl Sandberg
Dear Parents and Carers,
Mental health is so incredibly important and something that is high on the school’s agenda to discuss and support
at all times. Through asking the children to come to school wearing yellow today, this has raised their awareness
further and facilitated some powerful conversations about resilience and ‘bounceability’. Thank you for the donations towards the important work that the charity Young Minds does in order to support the children of the UK with
their mental health. We raised £61.50 which is incredible for such a small school! We can’t let ‘Hello Yellow’ pass
without a big thank you to Seren, in Year 5, who suggested that we should celebrate this day this time last year.
Sadly, she is off poorly and missed out, but we certainly thought of her in Owl Class.
I am once again extremely proud to share some of the fabulous work created by your children this week. The
foundation subject learning block across the whole school has been science and I have seen some brilliant experiments being carried out, with the children ensuring that they conduct fair tests in order to answer their enquiry
questions: What happens to teeth when you drink certain liquids?; What happens when we wash our hands?;
What effect does exercise have on our pulse rate?. Lots more science to come next week too!
Please don’t forget that homework is set on Seesaw with clear explanations of the tasks for each week. We
would urge you to support your child in logging in and completing the tasks set. Staff are also sharing lovely moments of learning on Seesaw as we are keen to ensure that you are fully involved in your child’s journey through
school. I love seeing what each class is getting up to!
You will have received an email this morning from Mrs Purnell to book a slot for a telephone parent consultation.
We have made the decision for these consultations to take place via the telephone rather than TEAMs. Please be
assured that this is not a decision taken lightly and there are specific reasons behind deciding to hold the consultations in this way. Please contact me if you have any questions. If you could please request a slot by Friday 16th
October, this will enable us to confirm appointment times prior to half-term.
I am extremely sad that we are unable currently to invite parents as we usually do to events such as the Harvest
Festival due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Oare Church is just too small to cater for parents and children; so we
have made the decision to hold this year’s festival in school, with each class celebrating in their own classroom. I
am hatching a plan, however, to ensure that we enable a nativity to take place that involves the parents of Skylarks being able to attend. Watch this space!!
Finally, I am delighted to be able to announce that Mr Taylor will be starting with us after half term in Owl Class to
cover Miss Merritt’s maternity leave. We have all been sad that Miss Merritt hasn’t been able to return as planned
this term, but I am sure you will join me in wishing her all the best as she rapidly approaches her due date. I will of
course keep you posted on her progress!!!!!
I am extremely grateful for the support the school has received in helping us to keep the children and staff safe
and for your patience and understanding in all respects during this time.
As ever, wishing you a restful, safe weekend.

SUPER SCIENCE WORK FROM ACROSS THE SCHOOL THIS WEEK

v

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Wednesday 21st October 2019
Sadly we are unable to invite parents to join us for our annual Harvest Festival Service which
will be held this year at school. However, each class will hold their own service in their classroom,
presenting art work, poems and prayers as thanks for the food that we are lucky enough to be
able to eat. We will of course share via the newsletter and Seesaw what each class presents.
As in previous years, we will also be having a food collection for The Devizes Food Bank.
Who are the Devizes Foodbank and why are we collecting for them?
The Devizes foodbank is part of the Trussel Trust’s network of 428 foodbanks, working to tackle
food poverty and hunger in our local communities, as well as across the UK.
The Foodbank Network was founded in 2004 after four years of developing the original foodbank based in Salisbury. Since then The Trussel Trust has helped communities work together to
launch foodbanks nationwide in a wide range of towns and cities.
In 2018/19, The Trussell Trust’s Foodbank Network provided 1,583,668 three-day emergency
food supplies and support to UK people in crisis. Of these, 577,618 went to children. Foodbanks
rely on the support of local communities and donations such as ours from Oare Primary School.
I have attached a ‘shopping list’ of urgently needed food items below - please only donate items
listed below as the foodbank is unable to accept donations of any other foodstuffs.
Tinned meat
Tinned fish
Tinned vegetables (not tomatoes or pulses)
Tinned spaghetti/macaroni cheese/ravioli
Tinned custard
Long life sponge puddings
Chocolate biscuit bars e.g. KitKat, Penguin etc.
Chocolate

They DO NOT NEED: UHT milk, soup, tinned tomatoes,
baked beans, pasta, dried rice and cereal as we have
plenty of these items.
All items must have a minimum of 4 months best before date.

WEEKLY WOW’s
Skylark Class
WOW to Freddie S for his fantastic phonics.
WOW to Ella for always showing empathy to her friends.
WOW to Delilah for her perseverance in maths.
Kestrel Class
WOW to Bea for her thoughtful and knowledgeable contributions in class discussions during reading lessons. Mrs Osborn was super impressed when you were
able to explain to her what a testimonial was!
WOW to Bonnie for her wonderful ideas in her writing this week.
Owl Class
WOW to Melanie for trying so hard with her sentence stacking work.
WOW to Luella and Ed in Year 6. Your self-directed learning is incredible! Both of
these pupils should be praised for their ownership of their learning since the beginning of term, the quality of the work they are producing and their ability to extend their learning in all areas of the curriculum. It is very clear from what they
are producing that they care about their learning.
Well done to you all - the staff of OPS are really proud of your achievements.
WELL DONE!
A huge well done to:
Kenzie for being invested into cubs this week via Zoom - well done for
saying your promise so brilliantly!

Nancy for passing her Grade 2 ballet exam with merit.
Recorded and submitted online! A huge well done for
dancing so beautifully.

Deadline for Applications for School Places
Don’t forget to apply for a place for September 2021 by the deadlines below.



Secondary Year 7: 31 October 2020



Primary Reception: 15 January 2021

Link for Wiltshire Council to apply online

Free School Meals
If you need more information regarding free school meals and you think that your child may be
eligible, please follow the link below. Please don’t hesitate to talk to us in confidence if you
need any help with this.
Wiltshire Council Free School Meals

Dates for your Diary
Pewsey Vale School Virtual Open Day

Tuesday 13th October

School Photographer - Individual photos

Wednesday 14th October

PTA AGM TEAMs Meeting

Monday 19th October - 8pm

Harvest Festival

Wednesday 21st October

Last day of Term 1

Wednesday 21st October

Secondary School place application deadline

Saturday 31st October

First day of Term 2

Monday 2nd November

Parents’ Telephone Consultations

Tuesday 3rd November

Parents’ Telephone Consultations

Wednesday 4th November

Remembrance Day

Wednesday 11th November

Please click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website.

School Bags
Now that weather is becoming colder, we are aware that the children will need to bring layers,
including hats and gloves to school. With this in mind, we are now allowing the children to
bring a simple bag to school. Could we request that this is either a book bag or a small simple
rucksack (please no fluffy bags!). Children should still only continue to bring their plastic lunch
box, coat, warm layers and reading book/reading record with them.
Covid-19 Reminders


We ask that you ring school to report all absences by 9.00am each morning. We have to report our attendance daily to the DFE.



Please arrive on time for your child’s bubble in the morning. In order to safeguard all of the
children, we have to lock the gates to the playground when they are not in use and we need to
get the first bubble off the playground as quickly as possible in order to ensure the second
bubble can enter on time.



Could we please ask again that parents don’t drive by and drop their children at their
entrance gate. We appreciate that the arrangements due to Covid-19 are a little different
but we would really appreciate your support in keeping the children safe on the lane.



We very much value our neighbours and would request that you please don’t turn around in
their drives. There is a turning space down the lane from the school (just after the pink
house). Could we also please request that parents do not park in the staff parking bay outside
school. We are keen that school staff do not take the parking spaces of local residents.



As the weather begins to become colder, if you are concerned that your child’s hands are affected by lots of handwashing, we have moisturiser available in every classroom and are encouraging the children to use this. Whilst the children do need to wash their hands regularly,
we are concerned that the extra handwashing does not cause your child discomfort if it can
be avoided. We ask that you do not send in hand sanitiser with your child, but please contact
us to discuss in the first instance if you are concerned.

If you would like a copy of our Covid-19 risk assessment, please email the office for a copy.

