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‘Man never made anything as resilient as the human spirit.’ 

             Bern William 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,      

As we reach the end of the first term of the new academic year, I wanted to say well done to the        

children of Oare. I have been so impressed with how well they have settled back into the routines of 

school and I very much celebrate all of their achievements during Term 1. They have produced some 

fabulous work in all areas of the curriculum and I hope that they are as proud of this work as we are.  

Whilst it sadly looks like we will be unable to relax the restrictions we have in place due to the Covid-19 

pandemic, the school is running smoothly and we thank the pupils, staff and parents for their response 

to these changes.  We are looking at different ways of holding our usual Christmas traditions and I will 

be sending you more details about Christmas after half term.  We are keen to ensure that the Christ-

mas term remains as magical as ever and that we don’t miss out on the wonderful memories that this 

term at primary school always brings. 

You will have received a letter regarding our contingency plans should we require to close due to a pos-

itive case or if a child is in isolation due to a possible or positive case at home. Whilst I very much hope 

that we won’t have to action this plan, all schools have been requested by the DfE to put this in place 

and shared with parents. I have also forwarded a letter from Kate Blackburn, Director of Public Health 

for Wiltshire regarding the key messages in reducing the risk of more cases of Covid-19 emerging. 

We are very much looking forward to speaking to all parents by phone after half term.  This will be an 

opportunity to discuss how your child has responded to the return to school and for class teachers to 

share any assessment results from Term 1 and the plans in place to support your child’s learning mov-

ing forward.  Mrs Osborn will be ringing Owl Class parents, but later in the term we will build in an op-

portunity for parents to also speak to Mr Taylor. 

I would like to personally thank all of the parents who attended the PTA AGM on Monday evening.  

Your support and fundraising is invaluable to the school and I am excited that despite the PTA’s normal 

run of events not being able to take place, that the plans for continuing to fundraise for your children’s 

school are still going ahead this year. A Christmas card template from the PTA will be coming home 

with your child today for completion over the half-term holiday. This needs returning on the first day 

back after half term. Please read the instructions carefully and email pta@oare.excalibur.org.uk if you 

have any questions. 

I wish you continued resilience during this time and that pupils, staff and parents enjoy a well-deserved 

break.  

 

 



 

We saw more fabulous science work 
from across the school last week with 

some great predictions being made and 
conclusions being drawn. We have 

loved being     
scientists     
together! 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

  

Thank you so much for all of the kind donations of food.  We will deliver these donations to the 

Trussell Trust over half term and I know there will be local families who are very grateful for 

your kindness and generosity at this time. 

As part of our learning in Owl Class about harvest, we have been talking about the global 

theme of hunger and why, despite there actually being enough food produced to go around 

everyone in the world, there are still people who are hungry, suffering from malnutrition or who 

even die from lack of food. A sobering thought!  They have produced some beautiful harvest 

inspired art work today. They have also written and read to each other prayers of thanks and 

care. We were pleased to see them thinking about this term’s value of resilience in their pray-

ers too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kestrel Class read a harvest poem for parents which 

Miss Davies has posted to Seesaw for you to watch. 

 

 

Mrs Dodson has also posted the harvest festival offering from Skylark Class to Seesaw - as 

you can imagine this was a wonderful celebration filled with singing, drama and prayers of 

thanks. 

Thank you to the class teachers for ensuring that our Harvest Festival still went ahead this 

year, albeit under a different format to usual. 

 



                      WEEKLY WOWs 

Skylark Class 

WOW to Harrison for super shape naming. 

WOW to Ella for her great independence. 

WOW to Cali for so hard in class. 

Kestrel Class 

WOW to Ellis for making connections between previous learning and experiences to current 

learning. 

WOW to Kiana for her enthusiasm in learning and for always being eager to contribute to class 

discussions. 

Owl Class 

WOW to Amelia for her fabulous science work.  

WOW to Harry for his focus when learning to use the apps in Office 365 and his support for 

others around him. 

Homework 

Please don’t forget to encourage your child to login to Seesaw to see what homework has 

been set each week. In addition, you will find a range of supportive videos linked to the topics 

being studied in the foundation subjects, as well as termly knowledge organisers. Class teach-

ers are also sharing what the children have been up to in class in the form of photos and vide-

os.  

Please do support your child with their homework and of course always ask if you have any 

questions. 

Most importantly, don’t forget to hear your child read regularly.  Our first reading newsletter 

will be out next term to support reading at home with lots of tips and great recommendations 

for books.   

Lataca Hot Lunches 

We are pleased that we are able to facilitate hot lunches for our pupils from after half term. 

Lataca will be sending out menus for hot lunches this week and I keep an eye out for this so I 

follow this up with an email to make sure you have received this information. 

Plea for clean, empty plastic bottles 

Mrs Dodson would love the whole school to create a poppy installation 

outside school this year as part of our Remembrance celebrations.  

Could we ask that children bring in clean, plastic bottles after half term 

- a variety of sizes would be fabulous.  

 



Deadline for Applications for School Places  

Don’t forget to apply for a place for September 2021 by the deadlines below. 

  Secondary Year 7: 31 October 2020 

 Primary Reception: 15 January 2021 

Link for Wiltshire Council to apply online  

Dates for your Diary 

Secondary School place application deadline     Saturday 31st October  

First day of Term 2         Monday 2nd November  

Parents’ Telephone Consultations      Tuesday 3rd November  

Parents’ Telephone Consultations      Wednesday 4th November 

Remembrance Day          Wednesday 11th November  

Flu vaccinations         Friday 27th November 

Christmas Lunch         Wednesday 16th December

   

Please click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website. 

 

 

Free School Meals 

If you need more information regarding free school meals and you think that your child may be 

eligible, please follow the link below.  Please don’t hesitate to talk to us in confidence if you 

need any help with this. 

Wiltshire Council Free School Meals 

PSHE lessons 

We are excited to be implementing Jigsaw next term across the whole 

school. This essentially is a scheme of work that will enable us to take 

a mindful approach to the teaching of PSHE. Jigsaw will be taught 

weekly throughout the school at the same time and we very much look 

forward to sharing our journey implementing this approach with you.   

Jigsaw will become a regular feature of our newsletters as we          

celebrate evidence of attitudes and behaviours that have been learnt 

about in Jigsaw lessons.  

 

 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-admissions-online
https://oare.excalibur.org.uk/parent-information/term-dates/
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-free-school-meals


Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the 
same way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and           
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. 


