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“Individually, we are one drop. Together, we are an ocean.” 
             Ryunosuke Satoro 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As I put this newsletter together today, it has stuck me so hard that the children who lie at the heart of 

everything anyone who works in a school does, really do need and deserve a wonderful and magical 

Christmas this year. Children everywhere……... 

Children always lie at the heart of Christmas celebrations and whilst we can’t do everything as we nor-

mally do, I know the staff of OPS can’t wait to be able to bring a little bit of Christmas magic to the 

school. You will read of our plans in this newsletter to celebrate St Nicholas Day, Christmas Jumper Day 

and to ask for a small donation towards Christmas party food. I send the message to you all that there is 

no expectation for anyone to donate anything if you are unable to this time and if anyone needs support 

in any way to please talk to me in confidence. We simply strive to support any child at this time, whether 

though our work with the children of Oare or if your generosity reaches a child elsewhere.  

I have received further guidance this morning from the Government as to what the Tier 2 restrictions 

mean for the school from 2nd December. There will be little change to the way we are currently running, 

but once I have updated the school’s Covid-19 risk assessment it will be available from the school office 

should you require a copy. I express my thanks to you all for your continued support in following the pro-

cesses we have in place to keep everyone safe, including wearing face coverings at drop off and pick 

up, as well as remaining socially distanced. 

Could I remind Owl Class that they have been given a hi-vis jacket to wear to keep them safe on the 

lane - I know that Mr Taylor has been reminding you, so well done to those who have managed to re-

member to wear them.  

More super science work has been happening in school this week, with whoops of delight from Skylark 

Class as they went on a worm hunt to create their own ecosystem in their classroom.  Kestrel Class has 

been learning about skeletons and muscles and next week Owl Class will be learning about the pro-

cesses of osmosis and diffusion in the human body. Lots more fabulous experiments to share with you 

and hopefully the children enjoy telling you about what they have been learning.   

Finally, I know the children of Owls are desperate to hear how Miss Merritt is getting on - me too! I 

spoke to her last night and her baby boy seems to ready to make an appearance…..just a waiting game 

now. I promise to let you know as soon as I have news and I won’t wait for a newsletter day!  

Wishing you a peaceful and hopefully sunny weekend. 

 



 

Skylark Class enjoyed getting out into the 

school garden this week to find worms for 

their very own wormery which they have   

created in their classroom.  They also made a 

delicious angel delight wormery to take home 

as a treat. Thank you to Mrs Dodson, Miss 

Guilding and Mrs Saunders for making the sci-

ence learning this week such fun for our 

youngest pupils. 



And so the count down to Christmas begins with 

wear something red for St Nicholas Day! Whilst we 

can’t take our normal ‘stroll’ as a whole school down 

to Huish, we still hold St. Nicholas very dear to our 

heart, particularly as we have children at Oare to 

whom St Nicholas visits on 6th December each 

year.  

 

Whilst we normally take donation of wrapped Christmas 

presents, we are asking this year that if parents would like 

to donate a Christmas present, that they do this via the  

Salvation Army wish list by clicking this link. 

 

Next week’s ‘FUN FRIDAY’ is: 

Wear something red for ST NICHOLAS DAY 

 

OPS Crazy Hair Day 

 

Well you didn’t disappoint OPS - amazing crazy hair today 

and lovely to see so many huge smiles! 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C6GYYG2NQB1Z?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR1US9nco_ahtQkXUI3qLpC1WBrirsTMBsEXvuEyO2OTMPNCJKyIhwa5BWs%C2%A0


 

We remain determined to ensure that Christmas is as exciting as possible for the 
children this year and whilst we will have to take a slightly different approach to 
the way we do things, we have lots of activities planned to ensure a festive end to 
Term 2 for pupils and staff alike.  Please read the main details below and of 
course, contact us if you have any questions. 

 

St Nicholas Day - Friday 4th December 

Instead of our usual whole school service in the beautiful St Nicholas Church in 
Huish, we will be holding our worships in our bubbles at school to celebrate the 
life and acts of kindness this third century saint become known for. Instead of ask-
ing children to bring in presents this year, we are suggesting 
that anyone who might like to donate a present to help chil-
dren who might otherwise not have a gift to open on Christ-
mas Day, select a gift from The Salvation Army’s Amazon 
wish list which can be found by following this link. This list 
is being run by our local Salvation Army based in Old Town, 
Swindon and having spoken to them, I know they would be 
truly grateful for any support for local families who are in 
need at this time. 

 

Christmas Message Trees go up in classrooms - Monday 7th December 

We will not being running our usual Christmas post box service this year for the 
children to bring cards in to school to post for each other. We hope you understand 
that we are aiming to remain as Covid secure as we can and 
this negates the need to quarantine the cards coming into 
school and to work out a way of distributing a lot of cards 
safely.  However, we know that the children love to exchange 
messages and so instead of card swapping, each classroom 
will have a Christmas Message Tree with cards available for 
the children to write their Christmas wishes on to their class-
mates and hang on the tree. The children will be able to bring 
home any cards they receive at the end of term to hang on 
your family trees at home. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/C6GYYG2NQB1Z?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR1US9nco_ahtQkXUI3qLpC1WBrirsTMBsEXvuEyO2OTMPNCJKyIhwa5BWs%C2%A0


 

 

Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children - Friday 11th December 

If you feel you are able to make a £1 donation for this wonderful charity, then 
please do so.  However, please do not feel that you have to donate; the simple act 
of children coming together in their Christmas jumpers to think about others is a 
powerful message in itself. Please don’t buy a jumper especially for your child, a 
colourful outfit and some Christmas accessories will be just fine! 

 

Christmas Party Day - Thursday 17th December  

Put on your party gear (staff included!!!) for a day of Yuletide celebrations with 
party food, Christmas quizzes, games and fun plus an online pantomime experi-
ence through the magic of Zoom! We will be asking parents to donate £2 towards 
the cost of the party food which will be sourced by school and packaged for each 
child to enjoy on the day. Donations will be able to be made via Parent Pay. Many 
thanks to OARE PTA for funding the pantomime to help us make Christmas as 
magical as we can. 

 

Christmas Nativity Film sent home - Thursday 17th December 

Sadly, due to the Tier 2 restrictions, we won’t be able to invite parents to watch 
our annual nativity this year. Whilst staff (particularly Mrs Dodson who quite 
frankly produces the best nativity I have ever seen), children and no doubt parents 
will be disappointed by this difficult announcement, we are excited to share that 
there will still be a…...  

                      

 

 

Don’t worry, Mr Poppy isn’t coming to visit Oare, although there may be a few 
cameo appearances from staff along the way! The world premiere of the Christmas 
story as told by the talented children of Oare will be held on Thursday 17th Decem-
ber and shared with parents via a safe online platform!  



                    WEEKLY WOW’s 

 

Skylark Class 

WOW to Theo for showing so much enthusiasm towards his      

learning. 

WOW to Mariah for working hard on her handwriting. 

WOW to Delilah for such a fantastic effort in reading.  Amazing progress!!! 

Kestrel Class 

WOW to Bea for the presentation of her work in every subject. 

WOW to Tyler for showing good understanding and independence in his maths work. 

Owl Class 

WOW to Rita for her beautiful independent writing. 

WOW to Ronie for her effort in all her work and in class discussions. 

 

Well done to you all from all the staff at OPS 

Dates for your Diary 

 

First day of Advent          Tuesday 1st December  

St Nicholas Day           Friday 4th December 

Christmas Jumper Day         Friday 11th December 

Lataca Christmas Lunch        Wednesday 16th December 

Christmas Parties (details to be confirmed)     Thursday 17th December 

End of Term 2          Friday 18th December 

Staff Development Day - no children in school     Monday 4th January 

First Day of Term 3 for children       Tuesday 5th January 

NSPCC Numbers Day 2021        Friday 5th February 

World Book Day 2021         Thursday 4th March 

 

 

Please click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website.   

https://oare.excalibur.org.uk/parent-information/term-dates/




Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the 

same way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and           

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. 


