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“One person caring about another represents life's greatest value” - Jim Rohn 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I once again have had to revise my newsletter with the events of the week taking the turn that we were absolutely 

desperate not to happen. I thank my team for their support over the last two days, in particular Mrs Purnell as we 

navigated the implications of having to suddenly close the school and ask children and staff to self isolate.  We will 

reopen on site on Friday 22nd January. We do however firmly remain open remotely so please do contact us via 

letters@oare.excalibur.org.uk if you need anything. I apologise that these events meant I didn’t have the oppor-

tunity to record my worship for this afternoon. I plan to try and video a few in one go so I have them in reserve just 

in case. 

It was been an absolute delight this week to engage with so many of the children and I am delighted to report that 

the majority of them are attending our daily TEAMs meetings, as well as completing the learning that is being set, 

either on Seesaw for EYFS/KS1 and on TEAMs for KS2.  

We would urge any children who are still not engaged with the learning being provided do so on a daily basis 

please. We are providing the full curriculum with class teachers providing a mixture of live and pre-recorded input. 

The live sessions enable teachers to support the children via verbal feedback and support, whilst the pre-recorded 

input enables lessons to be accessed at any time in the day.  

We have worked extremely hard to ensure that all of our pupils have appropriate devices in order to access this 

learning. However, please contact us if you are still finding supporting your child to access the work set challeng-

ing.  We are able to provide devices to support your child, including in households where siblings are having to 

share. We are also able to provide technical support where we can, and if we don’t know the answer we will find 

out for you. 

It was lovely to see so many parents attend our online TEAMs training for KS2. We hope that this training was 

useful. It was recorded and is available should you wish to view it. KS2 pupils should be encouraged to be as in-

dependent as possible, as they would be expected to in the classroom. I would also ask for your support in en-

couraging your child to produce their best work and not just whiz through it to get it done. 

Written feedback will be given to children where appropriate and we would ask that they respond to this if required 

by editing and returning their work before they start the next day’s work. Verbal feedback will be given in the morn-

ing sessions to unpick misconceptions and of course very importantly, much positive praise will be given where 

praise is due, including WOWs on a Friday afternoon!!! 

Could we please ask that for safeguarding purposes, all contact with class teachers comes through the let-

ters@oare.excalibur.org.uk account please and not direct to their Excalibur email addresses. Regular welfare calls 

will be made by Mrs Purnell and whilst we are closed also by Mrs Kapoor.  The calls will show as caller unknown, 

so please do endeavour to answer as it is important that we maintain contact with you.   

We hope that you all remain safe and well in these extremely challenging times.  

 

 



CURRICULUM INFORMATION 

Our whole school focus for Term 3 &4 is looking at the big question What are We Fighting for?  As we explained 

at the beginning of the school year, our curriculum is linked to the Oxfam Global Citizenship framework. We will 

be exploring knowledge and understanding linked to peace and conflict, as well as fostering positive values and 

attitudes towards being concerned for the environment.  All year groups kicked the term off with a history focus 

directly linked to this learning theme. 

Skylark Class have been learning all about the incredible work of nurses during wartime, starting with Florence 

Nightingale.  Florence Nightingale even made a guest appearance in one of Skylark’s pre-recorded learning in-

puts so that they could think of questions that they would like to ask her. It seems extremely poignant that at a 

time such as this, that we are celebrating the wonderful work of nurses in history who cared for all during diffi-

cult times.   

Whilst we are sad that we aren’t in school with Skylark’s play-shed acting as a doctor’s surgery for them as we 

had planned, we have seen pictures and videos of the loveliest imaginative play going on at home.  I share a 

snapshot below of the incredible work being uploaded to Seesaw at this time.  What an incredible class of hard 

working children you are! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Kestrel’s history focus has been to learn all about the Anglo-Saxon and Vikings.  They have covered an 

incredible amount of work,  and of course learnt all about King Alfred the Great and his important links 

to Pewsey.  Their writing has been linked to the legend of Beowulf.  Once again, I share just a small se-

lection of the incredible work being completed and uploaded, this time via TEAMs.  

What an amazing group of computer literate children we have in Year 3 and 4!!! Well done for com-

pleting assignments online as well as uploading photographs of your fabulous work. 

 

 

 

 

 



The focus in history lessons this term for our older pupils is to learn about WWII and in particular, the Battle of 

Britain.  As ever, we link our writing curriculum to their learning for the term where appropriate. They have been 

completing writing inspired by the book Rose Blanche which is about a young German girl who is witness to the 

changes in Nazi Germany during WWII.   

Since it is Holocaust Memorial Day on Thursday 27th January 2021, we will be marking this day with our older 

pupils, but very much in an age appropriate way. The positive themes of freedom and hope will be explored and 

all resources used will be sensitive to the age and maturity of the children.  

Look at the amazing work created already by Owl Class. They have mastered completing assignments on TEAMs 

and have even mastered being able to use their collaboration space to work together. WOW!!!!! 

 

 

 

(Please note due to our newly revised curriculum which went live in September 2020, Year 6 are revisiting WWII, 

but we are extending their learning rather than repeating any prior learning). 



                          WEEKLY WOW’s 

WOW to Theo for his fantastic phonics work  

WOW to Toby for his fabulous sentences written out with his very best 

handwriting 

WOW to Avey for her fantastic engagement with her learning 

WOW to Charlie for his longboat model 

WOW to Tom for his Lego longboat 

WOW to Kiana for researching synonyms to improve her vocabulary 

WOW to Robbie for his effort, enthusiasm and achievement in maths 

WOW to Julia for her resilience and desire to engage with her learning 

 

And once again WOW to my staff - in recognition of the TA’s who have been supervising the children 

who are in school, to the teaching staff for the incredible learning opportunities they are providing to 

all of the children and to all other members of staff who provide support in SO many different ways. 

No obstacle seems to get in their way—not even having to self isolate! 

Dates for your Diary 

Holocaust Memorial Day        Thursday 27th January 

NSPCC Numbers Day 2021        Friday 5th February 

End of Term 1          Friday 12th February 

World Book Day 2021         Thursday 4th March 

Click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website.   

 

 

 

 

https://oare.excalibur.org.uk/parent-information/term-dates/


Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the 

same way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and           

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. 


