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‘Never underestimate the power of hope. Hope fuels us with energy and courage to go forward’  

Adele Basheer 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we come to the end of a week filled with opportunities for the children to express themselves through art, we 

have enjoyed seeing some of the beautifully crafted pieces of work shared with us. Whilst the week is not yet at 

end as I write, I am delighted and so incredibly proud to share some of the work received so far in this newsletter. 

What a talented, hardworking group of children we have to celebrate. 

For the final week of term, our blocked foundation subject is RE, with each class exploring a 

different enquiry question. We will also be marking Safer Internet Day 2021 on Tuesday 9th 

February, never more so important than now with our children spending more time online 

currently.  Not only will we be asking the children to spend some of this day learning about 

how to make the internet better together, but we will also be sending some resources home 

for parents to use to support your child. 

We may be in lockdown, but we are managing to still plough ahead with plans that were already in place for an 

upgrade to the school playground, with a new trim trail and exercise equipment, new interactive boards for the 

classrooms and Mrs Osborn is busy choosing new tables and chairs for the classrooms, as well as new flooring 

throughout the school. We don’t have an exact timescale for this work at the moment, but certainly by the end of 

the academic year this will all be complete. Looking to the future is so important for us all at the moment, so 

please be assured that there is much work going on in the background to continue to develop the school and en-

sure that Oare Primary School continues to be an inspiring environment to learn and play in.  

We are keen to ensure that you are able to follow what is happening both in and out of school. We are active on 

Twitter, if you follow @OareSchool, where we love to celebrate our school and all of the children’s achievements. 

We also have a Facebook page and a closed school community Facebook group.  Pease note that messages are 

not monitored on a daily basis to these accounts. 

Finally, I cannot tell you how joyful it was to see so many of the children in the whole school worship this morn-

ing— we had almost the entire school present. It was a bit of a test, but it ran so smoothly and I know the class 

teachers loved being able to share their WOWs live. A huge thank you to Reverend Mark for joining us, thank you 

for helping us have such a positive end to the week. We can’t wait to do it all again next Friday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Information regarding remote learning 

 Registration for each class is at 9am via TEAMs.  Class teachers keep a register and report attendance to me, 

so we can support where necessary if children do not attend.  Could we please ask that you notify the school 

office by email if your children is unable to attend a meeting and the reason why, just as you would regarding 

attendance in school.  

 Please can all children be dressed for these meeting (no pyjamas please) and attend the meetings in a com-

munal setting in the house if possible, but definitely not in or on a bed. 

 Please discuss with your child appropriate CHAT on TEAMs and remind them that they have been asked not 

to chat about anything other than the focus of the lesson they are attending.  We are able to disable the chat 

function in meetings, however, it is an extremely useful teaching tool if used appropriately. We will contact 

parents if we have ongoing concerns regarding your child’s use of the CHAT function. 

 Please contact us if you have any queries about the platforms we are using at this time (Seesaw and TEAMs). 

The staff have become very adept at using them and know a few tricks to help simplify things. 

 All live sessions are recorded to protect your child. These are held securely within the school’s Office 365 ten-

ant and will be destroyed after a year.  

 The Principal is aware of all 1:1 sessions held with pupils.  These are recorded for safeguarding purposes. 

However, the preference is for small group support where possible. 

 In order to ensure that we are able to respond to any queries or requests for support could we please ask that 

parents contact us via the following routes only: 

 letters@oare.excalibur.org.uk 

 Seesaw for EYFS/KS1 (or the letters email address) 

 principal@oare.excalibur.org.uk in the event of an urgent requirement for contact 

 KS2 children are able to contact their teachers via posts on TEAMs or email.  These contacts are moni-

tored by the Principal and all students accounts can be accessed. 

 We have to take safeguarding extremely seriously and all contact is monitored to ensure that your child is pro

 tected. Please can we ask that parents do not contact staff regarding school via their mobile phones, personal 

 email addresses or any social media apps at this time. Staff are only able to use school devices, since this 

 ensures that the school’s filtering and monitoring software is enabled. If the query or contact is about school, 

 please use one of the routes above. 

We know how hard this is, we know what an impact this has on parents, we know this is monotonous. We are doing 

our absolute best to continue to follow the curriculum as required and provide as much support as we can for you all.  

Please contact your child’s class teacher if you need any support.  We can’t break the lockdown but we will do our 

absolute best to help if we can.  

Remote learning survey 

We will be sending out a remote learning survey via email. Can we please request that this survey is re-

sponded to by Wednesday 10th February. 



 

Holocaust Memorial Flames 2021 

Created by the children of Owl 

Class  

Oare CofE Primary School 

 

Super yoga workouts this week from Sky-

larks.  Cosmic Yoga is a wonderful way to en-

courage mindfulness from a young age.  Keep 

sharing your yoga with us…..we enjoy yoga 

too, particularly Mrs Saunders, who will be 

super proud of all the yoga enthusiasts in 

Skylark Class. 



  

   Incredible Dragon Eye Art from Kestrel Class 

KS2 artwork inspired by HOPE 

Kestrel and Owl Class children have been set a challenge to create a piece of artwork inspired by the theme of hope. We 

hope to share some of these pieces of art in our end of term worship next Friday….but in the meantime, here are a few 

inspirational pieces already handed in.   

 



Loan laptops 

A huge thank you to Wiltshire Digital Drive who have loaned five laptops to the school to distrib-

ute to families who need a device at this time.  Thank you to Mrs Alchin who pointed me in their 

direction too! 

We do have some DFE funded laptops left should any family need one.  KS2 children find it much 

easier to access their work on TEAMs on a laptop and we would urge you to borrow one if you 

need to. They have been purchased for this purpose. 

Please contact Mrs Purnell in the office who will be more than happy to set this up for you. 

 
Free School Meals 

Families entitled to free school meals are now receiving electronic vouchers during 

term time. TESCO vouchers will be provided for the half-term break.  

If your circumstances have changed and you think you may now be entitled to free 

school meals, we would encourage you to apply to Wiltshire Council:  

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/ schools-learning-free-schoolmeals 

 

 

HALF TERM PROVISION  

We have been asked to let our families know that Wiltshire Council will shortly be sharing details of half-term childcare. This 

will be privately run provision and parents accessing it will need to pay for it. We will share more information as and when 

we receive it. 

PH Sports are running half term sports camps - follow here to find out more about what they are providing. 

 

THANK YOU 

I just wanted to say thank you to a parent (I won’t name them in case they don’t want me to), 

who has been dropping off treats for the staff.  Miss Davies was delighted with the jelly babies!  

Honestly, thank you, this means so much at this time. 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/%20schools-learning-free-schoolmeals
https://twitter.com/PH_Camps


Top Lockdown Reads this week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through conversations with children this week, with staff or through my own reading, I am sharing with you some book 

recommendations.  If you or your child have recommendations, please do let me know.  To experience a wonderful book 

together is so very special and something that stays with you forever. It doesn’t have to be a children’s book recommen-

dation - let’s get parent’s reading too!   Mrs Osborn 

Thank you Mrs Pur-

nell—her little boy 

received this for his 

first birthday.  Mrs 

Osborn read it to her 

9 and 11 year old last 

night and they loved 

it! 

I think even the 16 

might like it, if he 

agreed to listen! 

Thank you Sophie. Both she and Mrs Osborn agreed 

yesterday that this is a great book.  We both LOVE 

the pictures too. 

Thank you Leighlund. 

Mrs Osborn has ordered 

this on his recommen-

dation - she can’t wait 

to read it. 

Mrs Osborn shared 

this with the whole 

school last week in 

her recorded collec-

tive worship - just a 

beautiful story. 

Mrs Osborn shared the 

Hope-o-potamus this 

morning in our live wor-

ship.  This lovely book of 

hopes is uplifting and 

just wonderful. 



WEEKLY WOW’s 

WOW to Zara for her incredible evil pea trap. 

WOW to Paige for overcoming obstacles and challenges. 

WOW to Alex for writing super sentences and for trying really hard. 

WOW to Lacey-Mae for her super clay dragon model. 

WOW to Iris for her dragon poem. 

WOW to Melanie for her perseverance with her maths and for asking for help when she 

needs it. 

WOW to Diyana for her engagement and for trying so hard to catch up on missed work. 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Lockdown Olympics 2021        New challenge every Wednesday  

Internet Safety Day 2021        Tuesday 9th February 

End of Term 1          Friday 12th February 

Virtual School Geography Trips (details to be confirmed)   w/c 22nd February 

World Book Day 2021 - details to follow      Thursday 4th March 

Click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website.   

 

 

 

 

https://oare.excalibur.org.uk/parent-information/term-dates/


Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the 

same way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and           

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. 

Follow us on Twitter or Facebook.  Please join our Facebook community page by clicking here. 

https://twitter.com/OareSchool
https://www.facebook.com/Oare-C-of-E-Primary-School-125118414881133
https://www.facebook.com/groups/760493090817561
https://twitter.com/OareSchool

