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 “Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul and sings the tune without the words and 

never stops at all.” Emily Dickinson 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As the news came at the beginning of last week, I am sure we all breathed a collective sigh of relief to 

hear that all of the children would be returning on Monday 8th March.  Please follow this link to read the 

details of the return for all pupils. Our revised risk assessment can be read here, and also a temporary 

addendum to our safeguarding policy is available here. Please can we request that all laptops, iPads and 

chargers loaned to families during lockdown are returned to the school office on Monday 8th March by a 

parent, not a child please. 

We were delighted last week to not only take our KS2 pupils on virtual school trips, but to also have the 

opportunity to hold ‘live’ baking lessons on TEAMs with children at home and in school.  To see how hap-

py the children and staff were was just lovely; I continue to be so proud of the TEAM at Oare and the ef-

forts they go to in provide an exciting environment for the children - even remotely! I was delighted to 

hear that children at home were excited for the experience - even if we did agree that a real school trip is 

the best!  Never fear - they will return! (Huge thanks to the parents with children at home for supporting 

your child in accessing the cooking challenges).  

We are excited to be taking Skylark Class to the beach via the Lyfta immersive platform on Tuesday and 

I know Mrs Dodson has planned some lovely activities to help enhance this virtual experience for our 

youngest pupils. I can’t wait to share photos and news of this in Friday’s newsletter.  

We hope to continue to use the Lyfta immersive platform in school to support the teaching of global     

citizenship and an understanding of the UN global goals for sustainable development; we are exploring 

the funding for this and will consult parents on this later in this academic year. If you wish to know more, 

please go to https://www.lyfta.com/  

It is World Book Day on Thursday and in this newsletter, I share some of the activities planned to cele-

brate and champion reading. One of the positives that has come out of lockdown for me personally, is the 

time it has given me to read many books with my two younger children at bedtime. I have always read to 

my children, but as they have got older and started to enjoy reading for themselves, it was easy to not 

make the time to do this. Children’s book are brilliant and there are so many good ones out there.  Share 

them, debate them, cry over them, laugh about them and just enjoy an amazing shared experience with 

your child!  

One more week to go parents of Oare! As ever, huge thanks for your messages of support, positivity and 

for embracing and subscribing to all that we have offered to the children of Oare over the last eight 

weeks. Whilst we have learnt much about harnessing the power of technology to teach and learn, there 

is nothing like real classrooms and the energy that come from them. We can’t wait to have the children 

back in school.  

 

 

 

https://oare.excalibur.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Arrangements-for-March-8th.pdf
https://oare.excalibur.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/COVID19-Schools-Full-Opening-Risk-Assessment-Rev-3-23.02.2021-1.pdf
https://oare.excalibur.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Covid-amendment-0802.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Davies took Kestrel Class to a bakery in Kabul,    

Afghanistan as part of their  virtual school trip on Friday 

morning. It was lovely that this coincided with Real 

Bread Week which is the annual, international celebra-

tion of additive-free loaves and the people who make 

them.  

As part of their trip, they discussed different types of 

bread from all over the world, as well as baking bread 

together. Huge thanks and recognition to Miss Davies 

for single-handedly supporting those who were baking 

in school, as well as helping those at home to bake 

their loaves.  It is no mean feat to teach in two scenari-

os and baking a great loaf is not an easy thing to do or 

teach. I think you will agree that the results were      

incredible.  We hope Kestrel Class are inspired to     

continue to bake their own bread at home! 



                                                        

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Owl Class went on a virtual trip to Berlin 

where they visited a bee keeper and 

learnt all about biodiversity.  

Inspired by their trip to the beekeeper, 

they baked honey biscuits together in a 

live session led by Mr Taylor on Friday.  It 

was so lovely to see and hear the children 

who are working remotely and those in 

school all baking together. Huge thanks 

to Mr Taylor for organising this and lead-

ing the baking through TEAMs. 

  

Why not plant some 

bee friendly wildflower 

seeds to increase the 

biodiversity in your 

own  garden?  Packag-

ing Not Included and 

Rainbows in           

Marlborough are both 

giving away free seeds 

at the moment. 



 

 

   

   

 

 

         We are keen to ensure that World Book Day 2021 is one 

to remember.  Please join us live at 2pm on TEAMs for a whole school 

‘Share a Story’ where we will meet as a whole school, before going    

into breakout rooms to share a picture book in small groups. Each 

breakout room will have a member of staff assigned to it, but the    

children of Owl Class will be choosing their favourite picture books to 

read to the younger children.  

 

 

     Whole School ‘Share a Story’ Event  

     Thursday 4th March - 2pm 

Digital Library 

We will be sharing a PDF of age specific digital libraries this week.  Each picture is hyper-

linked to a video of the book’s author either reading the book in its entirety or an extract 

from it.  This is a great tool to help children choose new books to read as well as introduc-

ing them to new authors! We would really encourage you to support your child in access-

ing this resource throughout the week. 

(Please note this is a photo of a whole school digital library and doesn’t contain the hyperlinks). 

 

 



World Book Day 2021 

Below are some activities for our 

virtual celebrations this year, that 

we would love the children to    

complete if they can. 

 ‘Dress a Loo Roll as a Book Character’  

 Find a loo roll. 

 Choose a book character (or characters!) 

 Dress your loo roll up as your chosen character 

 Take a photo 

 Upload your photo to Seesaw (Skylarks) or to TEAMs (KS2) by Friday 

5th March 

Staff will choose their favourite character from each year group and          

announce these in school on Monday 8th March. 

Spend your £1 Book Token - we have registered for digital book 

tokens and these can be spent online or in store.   

 Read your new book. 

 Write a book review of your new book. 

 Share your book review with us via Seesaw or TEAMs. (Skylarks 

can audio record themselves speaking their book review) 

Attend a ‘Share a Story’ live event. 

https://www.worldbookday.com/events/ 



Free School Meals 

Families entitled to free school meals are now receiving electronic 

vouchers during term time and TESCO vouchers during half term. 

Wiltshire Council is making an additional fuel payment of £32 to every 

family with children eligible for Free School Meals via the ‘Post Office 

Payout’ voucher system. We will be distributing the vouchers in the 

week after half term.  

If your circumstances have changed and you think you may now be en-

titled to free school meals, we would encourage you to apply to Wiltshire Council:  

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1669/Free-school-meals 

2 Litre Plastic Milk Cartons 

Please can we ask that all pupils please bring a 2 litre plastic milk carton to school 

with them on Monday 8th March.  We will be making a flock of birds for the 

Pewsey Community Coronavirus Assistance “Spring to Life” project during the 

first week back. 

We will decorating the birds using Sharpies - if anyone would like to donate a 

pack of Sharpies to the school to ensure that we have enough for each class to 

use, we would be extremely grateful.  

Steps to School Programme 

We will be sending a letter to parents of children due to start with us in September 2021 regard-

ing our Steps to School programme. We plan to use Seesaw to share information for parents, 

as well as share stories read by staff, a virtual tour of the school led by some of our children and 

activities to help our new reception intake prepare for starting school. In addition, Mrs Dodson 

will be speaking to the nursery schools about the individual children, as well as holding virtual 

home visits via TEAMs.  

We do hope to be able to hold plenty of Stay and Play sessions too in 

Term 6 so the children get used to coming on site and meet our EYFS 

team properly.  

 



WEEKLY WOW’s 

WOW to Freddie S for putting so much energy into everything he does. 

WOW to Mariah for trying hard with her maths work and asking for help when she needs it.  

WOW to Noel for the amazing effort he has been making in every task set and the improvement to his 

handwriting.  

WOW to Finlay for Finlay - fantastic presentation of a menu from Finland, very well done. 

WOW to Bea for her super sentences and beautiful vocabulary. 

WOW to Amy for seeing feedback on her maths work challenging her to attempt a tricky extension. 

Even though she didn't understand it, she reached out to Mr Taylor to ask for help and tried her hard-

est to complete it. 

WOW to Scarlett,  who has reached out multiple times to Mr Taylor for help 

with her maths work and has tried really hard to overcome barriers. 

We recognised in Friday’s worship that learning  can be hard at the moment,        

particularly when you feel remote and alone sometimes. All of the WOWs 

above are so well deserved, but remember we are proud of all of our pupils 

and all that you do.  We can’t wait to be able to WOW you again in school! 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Reception Children Sept 2021: Remote Steps to School Support begins w/c 1st March 

Skylarks Class Virtual School Trip        Tuesday 2nd March  

World Book Day 2021           Thursday 4th March 

All pupils return to school         Monday 8th March 

Year 6 Bikeability           w/c 15th March 

Last Day of Term 3          Thursday 1st April 

 

Click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website.   

 

 

 

 

https://oare.excalibur.org.uk/parent-information/term-dates/


Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the 

same way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and           

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. 

Follow us on Twitter or Facebook.  Please join our Facebook community page by    

clicking here. 

Please follow us parents of Oare and share the work of the school. We are incredibly  

          proud of the education we provide and what your children achieve. 

 

https://twitter.com/OareSchool
https://www.facebook.com/Oare-C-of-E-Primary-School-125118414881133
https://www.facebook.com/groups/760493090817561
https://twitter.com/OareSchool

