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NEWSLETTER
12/03/2021
“Community is much more than belonging to something; it’s about doing something
together that makes belonging matter.” Brian Solis
Dear Parents and Carers,
The staff of Oare have loved welcoming the children back this week and have commented so many times
to me about how excited the children are to be together, as well as about how resilient they have been
about slotting back into the routines of the day. For a school to be filled once again with the sound of the
children is just joyful. Many thanks to all of the parents for continuing to socially distance outside school
and to wear masks at drop off and pick up. We hope that the revised arrangements have simplified things
for parents and we know that the whole school has enjoyed being able to be together for playtimes.
As a school, we are currently working on reviewing our equality objectives. I am delighted that Jon Ford
and Rachel Brace, two of the school’s governors, have volunteered to set up an equality and diversity
working party with me to look at this important part of what we do as a school and ensure that our curriculum has equality and diversity as one of its drivers. More news to follow on this in future newsletters.
We continue with science as our foundation blocked learning next week. There have been some great
investigations going on this week, as well as some work around smashing stereotypes in science. Some
super work has been shared with me so far - lots more to come next week.
We are baseline testing all of the children currently so we can to plan to put in place any extra support we
may feel appropriate. This is being delivered as low stakes testing in order to not cause any undue stress to the children; so far
they have taken this in their stride. I will hold pupil progress
meetings with staff once we have a clear picture of where each
child is at.

We are so excited to be able to continue to use TEAMs to facilitate the whole school coming together for events such as WOW
worship, and also to facilitate intervention teaching where appropriate. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you need
to:
principal@oare.excalibur.org.uk
I wish you a restful weekend. I think there will be a few tired children (and staff!) who need a couple of
days down time after the excitement of this week.
Finally, we wish you a lovely Mother’s Day with lots of well deserved treats.

Wonderful writing from our youngest pupils
Despite being a little sad that Skylarks weren't
able to visit Oare Arboretum for their writing
experience day this week, Mrs Dodson still
managed to help them pretend to be little
Red Riding Hood walking through the forest
on the school field.

Using the FANTASTIC cards as prompts, the
children thought about lots of wonderful
words to describe the sights, sounds, smells,
thoughts, feelings and actions happening in
their mini drama activity.
And of course Grandma
Fantastic came along with
her basket to collect lots of
wonderful vocabulary for
the children to use in their
writing.

Look at the writing from some our of reception pupils about Little Red Riding Hood walking
through the forest! WOW!!!!!!!

Free School Meals
Families entitled to free school meals are now receiving electronic
vouchers during term time and TESCO vouchers during half term.
Wiltshire Council is making an additional fuel payment of £32 to every
family with children eligible for Free School Meals via the ‘Post Office
Payout’ voucher system. We will be distributing the vouchers in the
week after half term.
If your circumstances have changed and you think you may now be entitled to free school meals, we would encourage you to apply to Wiltshire Council:

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1669/Free-school-meals

Making a beautiful flock of rainbow birds for
the PCCA Creative Communities ‘Spring to
Life’ Project.

Thank you for your support with this project which many local schools
have taken part in. We look forward to seeing the children’s beautiful
birds displayed in Pewsey as part of a celebration of Spring and the
hope that we will finally begin to move out of this pandemic.

Devices borrowed from school during lockdown
Could we request that all borrowed devices are returned by Monday 15th March at the latest. We are
still missing a few iPads and laptops which means there are reduced devices available for the children
to use in school.

WEEKLY WOW’s
WOW to Zara for her beautiful writing written in her new literacy book.
WOW to Paige for her fantastic sentence stacking work this week and aspiring to write
just like the Year 2 children.
WOW to Elsie who has shown fabulous resilience this week even though she has found
things challenging.
WOW to Molly for her beautiful handwriting.
WOW to Evie for some really innovative writing with lovely vocabulary choices.
WOW to Seren for her attitude towards mistakes and viewing them as a challenge.
WOW to Edward, also for his attitude towards mistakes and his enthusiasm to get his math tests back to see where he can improve.
A whole school WOW to all of the children for their excitement of being
together, for their care for each other and for being a super bunch of children
to work with.

Dates for your Diary
Year 6 Bikeability

w/c 15th March

PTA Easter Egg Hunt

Thursday 1st April

Easter Service (details to be confirmed)

Thursday 1st April

Last Day of Term 4

Thursday 1st April

Start of Term 5

Monday 19th April

Bank Holiday

Monday 3rd May

Number Day 2021

Friday 7th May

Book Trust Pyjamarama

Friday 14th May

Staff Development Day - no pupils in school

Monday 7th June

Start of Term 6 for pupils

Tuesday 8th June

Windrush Day 2021

Tuesday 22nd June

OPS Carnival Celebrations

TBC

Click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website.

Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the
same way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA.

Follow us on Twitter or Facebook for all the news from OPS. Please join our Facebook
community page by clicking here.

BAG2SCHOOL
Our next Bag2School collection is Wednesday 24th March. Bags will be sent home
from school on 19th March. You can also bring your items for the collection in bin
bags. This is a great fundraiser for the school and an opportunity to clear out outgrown clothes over lockdown.
https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect

