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NEWSLETTER
19/03/2021
“Look with kindness and you will always find wonder.”
RJ Palacio
Dear Parents and Carers,
One year ago today, we said goodbye to the pupils of Oare for what we thought would be a short period
of time to allow the Covid-19 outbreak to become under control. Who would have thought one year later,
we would have just returned from another period of lockdown and that the control measures to keep children and staff safe would still be in place. I thank each and every member of the Oare community for
their support and tireless commitment to supporting the children of our school.
One of the things we continue to miss is the opportunity for the whole school to
come together in the school hall for collective worship to think about our school
values. Thankfully we are able to meet through TEAMs which has been immense fun. Our value this term is WONDER. The children this week have been
exploring the wonder of life. This has led into some great opportunities to
discuss equality and we have been exploring this through the picture book version of the story ‘Wonder’.
We had a wonderful WOW worship this morning, not only celebrating the usual
WOW’s from the staff, but also by sharing the thoughts of the children of what
they are proud of about themselves. Some great dancing to ‘Proud’ by Skylarks
too!
I am excited to share that we have been awarded a grant from the Wiltshire Music Hub to run a singing
project to aid recovery from lockdown. From Term 5, groups of 15 children at time will learn a range of
songs together, some of which will be performed at our end of year Carnival celebrations. There are
many so proven benefits to singing and we can’t wait to start working with the children on this project after Easter.
Finally, do watch out for the PCCA ‘Spring to Life’ art installations popping up all over Pewsey. We were
delighted to be invited to be part of this project that aims to inspire hope by looking forward to the future
and keeping spirits lifted at this time.

Weekly Homework
Homework will be set from Monday 22nd March with detail as follows:


EYFS/KS1 homework will be set via Seesaw. It should be completed in the children’s
homework book.



KS2 homework will be set via TEAMs. Spellings and workings for maths should be completed in the child’s homework book.



Homework will include phonics, spellings, reading and maths.



Maths will be set via the online platform Mathletics. Logins will be sent via Seesaw or
TEAMS and the children will be shown how the platform works at school. We feel this
platform fits our curriculum more closely and are trialling this until Easter. We will be asking for feedback from the children and parents on its suitability to support home learning.

We will ask for the homework books in at the end of term 4 in a couple of weeks, so please
don’t worry about uploading photos of the work completed.
We hope to be able to reinstate creative homework projects in Term 5.
If you have any problems accessing homework via Seesaw or TEAMs, please let us know so
we can support in any way we can. Please ask - whatever the problem, we will help.

Guidance for reading with your child at home:
A reading record is shared between the home and school – this is a valuable means of communication between home and school.
EYFS: Children take their reading books home daily; we would like you to read / listen to stories
with your child each night.
Year 1/2: Children are asked to read to an adult each day. In school we teach the skills the children need in order to read fluently, through our programme of phonics and tricky words. The
children then need to practise reading regularly at home.
Year 3/4: Children are asked to read to an adult each day for about ten or fifteen minutes. Increased attention should be given to fluency, expression and comprehension (including vocabulary development). In addition, children should be reading a range of different texts, including
non-fiction, children’s newspapers, magazines and fiction.
Year 5/6: Children are asked to read daily (including at least twice a week to an adult). Increased attention needs be given to comprehension (including understanding inference) and
text appreciation (identifying effective phrases / vocabulary the children want use in their own
writing). Children should be reading a wide range of different texts, including all types of fiction
and non-fiction.

Bikeability Level 1 & 2
We were delighted to be able to invite the Wiltshire Road Safety team into
school this week to deliver Bikeability Level 1 & 2 for our Year 6 pupils this
week. It gave a real sense of normality for the children and what lovely
weather to be outside learning to cycle safely on the road. Well done to you
all for your hard work and for being congratulated by the instructors for
being a great group of children to work
with.

Getting our school garden buzzing - Summer 2021
Mrs Osborn, Mrs Nichols and Mrs Purnell are planning to tidy the school garden over the
Easter holidays ready for planting in Term 5.
We plan to work with the children to increase the biodiversity of the garden, ensuring that
the plants we choose provide pollen and nectar for bees, butterflies and other insects.
Donations for the garden would be gratefully received, including
compost, gro-bags and canes.
Gardening club will be running from Term 5.

Follow us on Twitter or Facebook for all the news from OPS. Please join our Facebook
munity page by clicking here.

com-

WEEKLY WOW’s
WOW to Theo for showing such kindness to others.
WOW to Ella for supporting her peers with understanding their work, she does this so
kindly and gently.
WOW to Bridie for her patience and support to others.
WOW to Ellis who kept going with all of work this week and achieved everything set by
Miss Davies.
WOW to Finlay for believing in himself with his maths work.
WOW to Rita for her incredible independent writing this week.
WOW to Leighlund and Emily. They showed thoughtfulness and the
ability to see different perspectives of an argument - debating
beautifully in class in the roles of a Greenpeace activist and a fisherman trawling the seabed.

Dates for your Diary
Crisp Packet Project Virtual Speaker - Kestrel Class

Tuesday 23rd March

PTA Meeting - 8pm on TEAMS

Wednesday 30th March

PTA Easter Egg Hunt - 1.30pm (wellies will be needed!)

Thursday 1st April

Easter Service (details to be confirmed)

Thursday 1st April

Last Day of Term 4

Thursday 1st April

Start of Term 5

Monday 19th April

School Values Day

Monday 19th April

Earth Day 2021

Thursday 22nd April

Bank Holiday

Monday 3rd May

Number Day 2021

Friday 7th May

Book Trust Pyjamarama

Friday 14th May

Staff Development Day - no pupils in school

Monday 7th June

Start of Term 6 for pupils

Tuesday 8th June

Windrush Day 2021

Tuesday 22nd June

OPS Carnival Celebrations

TBC

Oare Primary School PTA
As a school we are extremely grateful for all the time and effort put in by the volunteers of the Oare PTA. The
PTA has raised valuable funds for the school for many years and more recently this has enabled us to purchase
new interactive boards which are being installed in the classrooms this Easter, pay for the online learning
platforms My Maths and SPAG.com for the last year, subsidise pantomime trips both real and virtual and assist in
the school in working towards purchasing a new reading scheme for EYFS, KS1 and KS2 children, as well as
Barrington Stoke books to support children with particular reading needs. This is just the tip of the iceberg in
terms of what the PTA has provided for the school. Simply put, without this fundraising, the school would not be
able to provide these ’extras’ to support your children’s education.
The PTA committee currently consists of three dedicated parents to whom we are extremely grateful: Becky
(mum to Scarlett in Year 6) who is Chair; Verity (Mum to Ed in Year 6) who is the treasurer and Sanchia (Mum to
Seren in Yr 5 and Bridie in Yr 2). Becky and Verity are due to step down at the end of this academic year as their
children move on to secondary school, leaving us with just one committee member.
The staff of Oare care deeply about making the education we offer vibrant, global, exciting and imaginative. We
would love parents to come on board too and be part of this journey. We have many new projects in the pipeline
that we would like to be able to bring to fruition for your children but these need funding beyond the school
budget. We also love the community feel that the PTA events bring to the school - we have missed these events
over the last year! A PTA Easter Egg Hunt is being organised for the end of term and Frozen Friday’s are set to
return from Term 5. I do hope that the restrictions will have been lifted in time for our Carnival celebrations at
the end of Term 6 and that we can join forces with the PTA to welcome parents to join us for this.
There are no pre-requisite skills to join a PTA committee - just enthusiasm, care, ideas and the desire to be part of
the school community.
The next PTA meeting is on Wednesday 30th March at 8pm on TEAMS. All families will receive an invite via their
child’s TEAMs account.
Please come to the meeting for a virtual cuppa and to let the PTA know
if would like to take on a role within the committee. Roles can be
shared. If you would like any more information prior to the meeting,
the PTA can be contacted by emailing pta@oare.excalibur.org.uk
Many thanks,
Gudrun Osborn, Principal

Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the
same way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA.

BAG2SCHOOL
As part of the school’s commitment to sustainability, we are delighted to support
Bags2School. Bags2 School want to help promote reuse of clothes & shoes to benefit
those who rely on 2nd hand clothes as their sole option for good quality clothing. They
believe that together we can build a sustainable future by using our resources to further the circular economy.
Our next Bag2School collection is Wednesday 24th March. Bags will be sent home from
school on 19th March. You can also bring your items for the collection in bin bags. This
is a great fundraiser for the school and an opportunity to clear out outgrown clothes
over lockdown.
https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect
Please drop your bags to the school kitchen at pick-up on Tuesday 23rd March, or drop
off on Wednesday 24th March. If you leave them by the kitchen door, a PTA volunteer
will collect your bag in order to maintain social distancing. Please remember to wear a
face covering.

Cricket Season 2021
The new youth cricket season starts up again at Wilcot CC next month which is
incredibly exciting! For any pupils in Yr 1 - Yr 6 who are interested in finding more
about training and matches, please register your interest at:
https://form.jotform.com/210463323708349
or go to https://www.wilcotcricket.co.uk/ for more information.

Vale of Pewsey Churches

Click on the picture above to read about worship in the Vale of Pewsey. To read the latest ’Sofa News’
please click here: Sofa News 21 March

Covid-19 reminders
We remain in the season where children will catch colds and coughs as they usually would, and that hay
fever will be on the increase as warmer months come. We are not allowed under the DFE guidance, to
presume that a child just has a cough, or a temperature caused by something else and must act seriously when a child presents with a symptom. This also means that you must also follow the rules regarding testing and self-isolating until a negative result has been received. We must treat all children
with symptoms seriously and as a potential case. We would ask you to do the same. If your child has a
new continuous cough, loss of taste or smell, or has a high temperature please do not send them to
school and seek a test as soon as you can. If you or your child has symptoms but you choose not to be
tested, then your entire household will need to remain in self-isolation for 10 days before you can return
to work and your child to school.
The main symptoms of coronavirus are:




a high temperature – this means you feel hot to the touch on your chest or back (you do not need
to measure your temperature)
a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if your usually have cough, it may be worse than usual)
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms.
If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus:




Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible
You and anyone you live with should stay at home and not have visitors until you get your test
results – only leave your home to have a test
Anyone in your support bubble should also stay at home if you have been in close contact with
them since your symptoms started or during the 48 hours before they started.

For more information about Covid symptoms, please visit:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms

