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NEWSLETTER
26/03/2021
“ The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, where evening
fades, you call forth songs of joy. “
Psalm 65:8

Dear Parents and Carers,
Hope is strong this week. Spring is almost upon us - you can feel it in the air! My birthday always falls
around when the clocks ‘spring’ forward and so I always celebrate, not that I am another year older, but
that we are about to move into my favourite time of year. The magic of popping seeds in a tray of compost and miraculously just few days later they have germinated, never fails
to fill me with wonder. I can’t wait to get out into the school garden during
Term 5 to support the children in learning how to create and nurture a biodiverse ecosystem all of their own. Thank you so much for all of the donations and offers received so far.
There is an event happening next week called Earth Optimism. This is a
movement that approaches the crisis facing nature through hope. Certainly
for our younger pupils, this is such a positive way to engage them in discussions about looking after our
world without causing concern and worry. One of the events being hosted is a Q&A with Chris Packham
on Monday evening where he is posing the question ‘Why should we be optimistic about nature’s future?’
I have created a Mentimeter for families to submit a question they would like to ask Chris. I plan to get the
children to vote for their favourite question on Monday in our whole school worship. I will then register the
chosen question with Chris Packham to see if we get picked to receive an answer from him on Monday
evening.

Please follow this link to add your family’s question to our school’s Mentimeter:
https://www.menti.com/7gpkudfvk4 or scan the QR code below. You can enter more
than one question by simply clicking the link again.
For more information about Earth Optimism please follow this link: https://
www.earthoptimism.cambridgeconservation.org/
I can’t wait to see the questions you manage to come up with!
We will be holding our Easter service via TEAMs on Thursday 1st April at 11am.
Parents are welcome to join us and we will send an invite to your child’s TEAMs account.
As ever, have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing the children next week
for some end of term Easter celebrations.

Float or Sink???
Science meets DT. An incredible array of amazing
boats created by Skylarks this week from everyday materials. They then predicted whether their
creations would float or sink before testing out
their fabulous flotilla in the large sinks in our
school kitchen.

Crisp Packet Project
Bea and Kiana spoke beautifully in worship this morning all about an
exciting project that Kestrel Class are keen to get involved in.

On Tuesday, we had a zoom call with a lady called Pen who recycles crisp
packets. Pen makes sleeping bags, pillows and bags from crisp packets and
gives them to homeless people.
It takes 150 packets to make a sleeping bag and 44 packets to make a survival mat.
That is why we carried out a survey about how many packets of crisps are eaten by the school each
week. We found out that we use 122 packets.
We would like to help Pen by collecting crisp packets at school and sending them to Pen’s project.
You can find out more about the project - www.crisppacketproject.com
Bea and Kiana

Super similes from Kestrel Class this week
In our writing this week Kestrel’s have been writing a newspaper report about a whale who was beached
on the shores of St. Ives. In one of their sentence stacking lessons they were writing similes to describe
the sadness in the whale's eyes as observed by an eye witness.

‘Her eyes were sad like a volcano without lava.’ Charlie, Frankie and Kenzie
‘Her eyes were in distress like a heart without love.’ Evie
‘Her eyes were begging like a clown without a smile.’ Molly
‘Her eyes were begging like a town flooded by sadness.’ Kiana
‘Her eyes were sad like a sky without stars.’ Amelia
Her eyes were in distress like a cloud flooding with tears. Tyler

WEEKLY WOW’s
WOW to Kyloe for persevering with his writing and reading it back to Mrs Saunders. We
also loved his wonderful picture of the wolf from Little Red Riding Hood.
WOW to Alex who has kept going this week and really tried
WOW to Jennifer and Arthur for being such good friends this week to other children and
showing real kindness.
WOW to Tom for his amazing expression in his reading.
WOW to Amelia for her ‘incredible’ handwriting this week.
WOW to Amy for her fabulous pun in her writing.
WOW to Nancy for modelling such a powerful opening sentence in
her persuasive letter.

Dates for your Diary
PTA Meeting - 8pm on TEAMS

Wednesday 30th March

PTA Easter Egg Hunt - 1.30pm (wellies and a coat will be needed!)

Thursday 1st April

Easter Service via TEAMS - 11am

Thursday 1st April

Last Day of Term 4

Thursday 1st April

Start of Term 5

Monday 19th April

School Values Day

Monday 19th April

Earth Day 2021

Thursday 22nd April

Bank Holiday

Monday 3rd May

Number Day 2021

Friday 7th May

Book Trust Pyjamarama

Friday 14th May

Staff Development Day - no pupils in school

Monday 7th June

Start of Term 6 for pupils

Tuesday 8th June

Windrush Day 2021

Tuesday 22nd June

OPS Carnival Celebrations

TBC

Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the same
way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and
Amazon
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. www.smile.amazon.co.uk

BAG2SCHOOL
We raised £82.80 from our Bags2School collection. This is a fabulous charity that ensures
all good second hand clothing is recycled. Thank you for all your support and for the work
of the PTA setting up the collection and receiving the bags this week.
If you have any unused bags, please return them to the school office so we can keep them
for the next collection.
PTA EASTER EGG HUNT
The PTA have received donations of eggs from Tesco and Waitrose for our Easter Egg
Hunt. This will be held at 1.30pm on the final day of term. Please can you ensure that
your child has wellies and a waterproof coat with them. The weather looks set at the
moment to be 11˚ and sunny, but the ground
may be damp underfoot.

PTA MEETING - Tuesday 30th March - 8pm on TEAMs
Please come to the virtual PTA meeting on TEAMS. The PTA is looking for new committee
members to replace Becky as Chair and Verity as Secretary. There are lots of opportunities
to shadow them during Term 5 and 6, as well helping us to make the end of this school
year really special for the children of Oare too. Please come along and see how you can
get involved.

Cricket Season 2021
The new youth cricket season starts up again at Wilcot CC next month which is
incredibly exciting! For any pupils in Yr 1 - Yr 6 who are interested in finding more
about training and matches, please register your interest at:
https://form.jotform.com/210463323708349
or go to https://www.wilcotcricket.co.uk/ for more information.

Vale of Pewsey Churches

Click on the picture above to read about worship in the Vale of Pewsey. To read the latest ’Sofa News’
please click here: Sofa News 21 March

Covid-19 reminders
We remain in the season where children will catch colds and coughs as they usually would, and that hay
fever will be on the increase as warmer months come. We are not allowed under the DFE guidance, to
presume that a child just has a cough, or a temperature caused by something else and must act seriously when a child presents with a symptom. This also means that you must also follow the rules regarding testing and self-isolating until a negative result has been received. We must treat all children
with symptoms seriously and as a potential case. We would ask you to do the same. If your child has a
new continuous cough, loss of taste or smell, or has a high temperature please do not send them to
school and seek a test as soon as you can. If you or your child has symptoms but you choose not to be
tested, then your entire household will need to remain in self-isolation for 10 days before you can return
to work and your child to school.
The main symptoms of coronavirus are:




a high temperature – this means you feel hot to the touch on your chest or back (you do not need
to measure your temperature)
a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if your usually have cough, it may be worse than usual)
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms.
If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus:




Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible
You and anyone you live with should stay at home and not have visitors until you get your test
results – only leave your home to have a test
Anyone in your support bubble should also stay at home if you have been in close contact with
them since your symptoms started or during the 48 hours before they started.

For more information about Covid symptoms, please visit:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms

TRANSITION
As we move towards the summer term, we are thinking about preparing for transition for all of
our pupils, those who will be starting school, those who will be moving to a new year group and
of course our pupils who will be moving to secondary school.
Thank you to Mrs Purnell who has organised the leavers hoodies with OHM, our uniform supplier. A letter will be coming out to parents early week next regarding how to order and pay for
them. Please note that the school is unable to accept payments of cash. Payment will be via
Parent Pay only.

