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“ Don’t wait until you reach your goal to be proud of yourself. Be proud of every step you take.”
Karen Salmanshon

Dear Parents and Carers,
As we come to the end of lockdown, I wish to share how proud of all the community of Oare has managed to achieve since we learnt that we had to switch to remote learning for the majority of our pupils on
the eve of Monday 4th January. The energy and enthusiasm of the teachers shines through with every bit
of support they provide. I am sure every school has a hilarious ’You’ve Been Framed’ back catalogue of
out-takes to share - I know we do! Cats arriving mid recording with a live (or dead) mouse; children flushing the loo; dogs barking; builders drilling; Mrs Dodson asking politely for her entire household to be
quiet; general bumbling of words because frankly recording a teaching input is weird; I could go on.

Talking of being proud, I introduced the children to proud walls in this morning’s worship. We are going to
be using them in classrooms from next week in order to give the children the opportunity to reflect on
something they are proud of for achieving. This can be related to anything. We
will share the children’s thoughts in WOW worships from next Friday. We were
delighted that Miss Merritt and Baby Jasper joined our worship this morning.
Live worships really have been the most wonderful way to bring our whole community together during lockdown.
Next week we be celebrating British Science Week 2021, an event we always
like to take part in. The theme this year is ‘Innovating for the Future’ and the
class teachers will be exploring this theme with the children throughout the
week.

I will share next week news of how we plan to assess the children in order to
establish gaps in their learning. The Government are providing a small amount of funding to help support
schools implement their recovery packages and once we know the areas of need for each child, we will
put in place our recovery package plans. I am proposing to hold an extra parents’ evening in Term 5 in
order to ensure you are fully informed about your child’s attainment and progress since returning to
school.
Homework will continue to be set via Seesaw and TEAMs from this point onwards. However, there will be
no homework set next week, other than the usual expectation of reading at home several times during
the week please.
So as remote earning comes to a close, please enjoy a relaxed weekend and we look forward to welcoming the children back next week.

What a lovely day for Skylark’s virtual
school trip to the beach. We got ready to go, putting
on our sunglasses, sunhats, and of course we put on
our sun tan lotion. Theo even
brought a spade!

We sang some songs on our journey there - wonderful singing
Skylarks!
We explored the beach with Rob and
learnt all about how he collects up all
the plastic rubbish and takes it home
to make wonderful pieces of art.
Year 2 were surprised to learn that it
takes 500 years for a plastic bottle to
break down.
We had a picnic lunch together with the sand and sea
tickling our toes.
We wrote some fabulous postcards and
drew and painted pictures that were so
good they looked like photographs of the
beach we were visiting!

We made our own art from plastic rubbish wonderful sea creatures to hang in Skylark
Class. Lots of lovely, chatty and creative fun.
Year 2 thought about was it better refuse to
use plastic in the first place, rather than
have to recycle it.
We ate ice-cream together and were treated
to the most amazing puppet show by Bridie!
Mrs Dodson told us all about Punch and Judy
shows.
Finally we sang some songs together to end
our day. What a lovely trip to the beach we
had - I don’t think we will ever forget it.

Well done to everyone who created a loo
roll book character. Here’s a selection in
celebration of their efforts. I think you
will agree - they are fabulous.

Biodiversity—Art for Change
Beautiful and extremely thoughtful
artwork from Owl Class, who have
been thinking about how to raise
awareness of biodiversity and how
to encourage people to change.

In 2015, world leaders agreed to 17
Global Goals to be achieved by 2030.
Goal 15 relates to ensuring biodiversity
loss is halted. Owl Class will continue to
learn about this in their science work
next week.

Free School Meals
Families entitled to free school meals are now receiving electronic
vouchers during term time and TESCO vouchers during half term.
Wiltshire Council is making an additional fuel payment of £32 to every
family with children eligible for Free School Meals via the ‘Post Office
Payout’ voucher system. We will be distributing the vouchers in the
week after half term.
If your circumstances have changed and you think you may now be entitled to free school meals, we would encourage you to apply to Wiltshire Council:

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1669/Free-school-meals

2 Litre Plastic Milk Cartons
Please can we ask that all pupils please bring a 2 litre plastic milk carton to school
with them on Monday 8th March. We will be making a flock of birds for the
Pewsey Community Coronavirus Assistance “Spring to Life” project during the
first week back. Staff are collecting some too so we can make lots of birds for the
project.

WEEKLY WOW’s
WOW to Theo. He has the biggest smile every morning and has been sending in some
really fabulous recording of him reading.
WOW to Ella for trying really hard and for her beautiful expression in her reading.
WOW to Bridie for making an amazing puppet theatre and for doing a wonderful puppet show for the rest of her class.
WOW to Frankie for his really impressive handwriting.
WOW to Iris for her effort in all her work and completing all of the work set.
WOW to Megan for her remarkable consistency and diligence with her work, for feeding
back on posts and keeping the chat going about work.
WOW to Ronie for reaching out to Mr Taylor for help and guidance
and for keeping going even when it has been difficult.

Dates for your Diary
British Science Week

5th - 14th March

All pupils return to school

Monday 8th March

Year 6 Bikeability

w/c 15th March

Last Day of Term 3

Thursday 1st April

Click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website.

Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the
same way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA.

Follow us on Twitter or Facebook for all the news from OPS. Please join our Facebook
community page by clicking here.

