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“Nothing beats kindness,” said the horse. “It sits quietly beyond all things.” 
            Charlie Mackesy 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we head towards more of the lockdown restrictions lifting on May 17th, I wanted to update you on the 

changes this also entails for school. Sadly schools are still required to operate under extremely strict 

guidelines and Monday will see little change to the way we are operating other than confirmation that our 

planned PGL residential will be able to go ahead at the beginning of July. Our updated risk assessment is 

available on our website.  

We send our grateful thanks for your support and understanding during this time in regards to the way the 

school still currently has to operate. We are still required to keep shared resources to a minimum, so in-

formation regarding homework will continue to be shared via Seesaw for EYFS/KS1 and on TEAMs for 

KS2. Parents are still required to wear face masks at pick up and drop off and please remember to report 

all suspected Covid-19 cases to the school office. 

Whilst we were disappointed to learn that the restrictions would not lift enough to allow us to hold parents’ 

evening on site, we are please to be able to provide parents with the opportunity for a video calls with 

your child’s class teacher via the secure website School Cloud. There is no app for parents to download, 

you simply access your appointment via the link you have been sent once you have set up an appoint-

ment. If you have not yet booked an appointment, there are still some available if you follow the link 

https://oareprimaryschool.schoolcloud.co.uk/ and enter you and your child’s details. 

If you need to contact your child’s teacher at any time, please do so via letters@oare.excalibur.org.uk or 

contact the school office on 01672 562256 to arrange a telephone call. Please do not contact class teach-

ers direct on their own school email addresses as we cannot guarantee a timely reply through this route. 

As our whole school two week history block comes to a close, I have been delighted to hear the learning 

in each class inspire exciting discussions and opinions through big questions generated by the children 

themselves. We move into a RE block next with all three classes focusing on units from Discovery RE. 

Skylarks focus will be on why Shabbat is important to Jewish children,  Kestrels will be learning about 

how Hindu’s believe Brahman is everywhere and in everything and Owls will be investigating what is the 

best way for Sikhs to show commitment to God. This learning will of course continue to support our work 

this term on identity and diversity. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://oareprimaryschool.schoolcloud.co.uk/


History learning across the school 

 

Our history curriculum has been developed to inspire the children to form opin-

ions and ask questions about the events of history, using primary and secondary 

sources as appropriate.  

 

Skylark Class have been learning about Christopher 

Columbus, his ship the Santa Maria and his explora-

tion of The Americas and what he might have discov-

ered. Our younger pupils have enjoyed exploring the 

world on their own ship complete with a captain’s 

cabin in their continuous provision, whilst the older 

pupils began to think about whether Columbus was a 

hero or not? 

Kestrel Class were excited to have a focus on the history of carnival, learning 

about the heritage of different carnivals across the world, including learning 

about Mardi Gras. 

 

 

We were delighted to receive a copy 

of  ‘A Float in Time’ from the Pewsey 

Heritage Centre which will certainly 

continue to develop the children’s 

knowledge about the history of 

Pewsey Carnival.  

 

 

If any of our families have any historical knowledge including photographs to add 

regarding Pewsey Carnival, we would be extremely grateful. To be able to add 

real life stories and memories would add a wonderful dimension to our teaching 

about this wonderful part of Pewsey’s heritage. 

 



Inspired by their learning about The Windrush Generation, Owl Class have pro-

duced some fabulous double page spreads. The topic sparked some fabulous 

debates not only around the way in which the Windrush Generation were treated 

on their arrival to Britain, but also during the Windrush scandal of 2018.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linked to the learning in Kestrel Class, Owls also learnt about Notting Hill       

carnival and its history and heritage linked to the Windrush generation.  

Owl Class will be celebrating Windrush Day during Term 6 and will be planning 

activities linked to the Caribbean to mark this day. This will very much link to the 

geography learning planned for this class during Term 6 which will focus on     

Jamaica and the Caribbean. 

 

A selection of the literature we have been   

using (and will continue to use) to support the 

class to think about their own opinions about 

this important part of British history.  

 

 

 

 



 

We were delighted to discover that one of the themes for the 2021 Spirited Arts competi-

tion fits so beautifully with our learning theme for Term 5 and 6 of Our World United. Each 

school is allowed to enter a maximum of ten entries for this completion and we will be sup-

porting the children in creating responses to this theme across the school - entries are al-

lowed to be individual entries, pairs or groups, whole class or even a whole school entry. 

St John’s encourage their pupils to enter this competition and they were extremely proud 

that one of their students won a prize in 2019. 

https://marlborough.news/schools-education/st-john-s-academy-student-wins-prize-in-

national-art-competition/ 

If you would like to explore this theme through discussion with your child at home, it may 

add another dimension to their work in school.   

 

 



PH Sports Half Term and Summer Camps 

Booking is now open for PH Sports holiday camps for half term and 

summer holidays.  Please follow the link below to take you to their 

booking page. 

https://phsports.childcare-online-booking.co.uk/home.htm 

Gardening Club 

A huge thank you to all those who have donated the most wonderful plants for our little 

garden.  Mrs Osborn has taken the gardening club out into the garden this week to get 

planting!  We are hoping the weather might begin to improve, but plan to get out there 

come rain or shine.  With this in mind, could we please ask that any child who is in gar-

dening club brings a pair of wellies to school on a Tuesday and Thursday, as well as a wa-

terproof coat. 

In addition, the seeds planted by each class have germinated and in some cases are more 

than ready to be planted out.  We are busy hardening 

them off and will keep you updated on progress with 

more pictures of the garden in a couple of weeks. 

Gardening club will be celebrating World Bee Day next 

Thursday and will be thinking about what we might need 

to add to our garden to help look after these vital        

pollinators. 

Mrs Purnell will add the payment details for the club to 

Parent Pay on Monday 17th May. 

 

@WorldBeeDay #Savethebees 

DROP OFF/ PICK UP FROM SCHOOL 

Could we politely request that all parents come to their allocated gate to collect         

children. This is in order to ensure that children do not cross the lane unsupervised.  

Children will not be dismissed to parents who are waiting on the other side of the road.  

Parents are able to request in writing that Year 6 are able to walk to and from school un-

supervised. However, all other years should be supervised by an adult at all times at 

drop off/pick up. 



Fabulous number fun was had across the entire school on Number Day 2021 on Friday 

7th May  We raised £50.50 for the NSPCC and send our grateful thanks for your dona-

tions towards this worthy cause.  Thank you to Miss Davies who is our maths lead for 

coordinating the day, including setting up maths challenges across the school and an 

virtual class to class times-table battle on our new C-touch boards. Special mention al-

so to our Year 6 sports leaders who supported the younger children so beautifully 

whilst they attempted the challenges on the playground. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of smiles today celebrating Pyjamarama 

today to raise funds for the Book Trust, with 

Minecraft a popular choice of pyjamas in 

Kestrel Class! We enjoyed sharing some      

favourite books, with Mrs Osborn very much 

enjoying reading Cats Ahoy and We’re going 

on a Bear Hunt with Skylark Class.  

Thank you for all of the donations. 

We raised £50 for the Book Trust 

which will go towards supporting 

children who do not have access to 

books for bedtime stories. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 3 - Term 5    

WOW to Harrison for doing great jottings for making 7 

WOW to Alex for making such an effort with his sentences 

WOW to Arthur for some lovely handwriting work 

WOW to Bea for her reading comprehension work 

WOW to Kiana for her use of vocabulary 

WOW to Melanie for her independence using Mathletics 

WOW to Jayden for his maths work 

 

Week 4 —Term 5 

WOW to Kyloe for his amazing work all round this week.  

WOW to Toby for trying really hard to complete all that has been asked of him  

WOW to Elsie for her excellent maths works which shows an excellent understanding of 

measurement using litres and millilitres.  

WOW to Kenzie for his progress in learning to tell the time 

WOW to  Iris for her enthusiasm in our carnival learning in history 

WOW to Amy for asking for help when has needed it 

WOW to Scarlett and Nancy for enthusiastic and accurate percentage work in maths 

 

 

 



Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the same 

way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and Amazon will do-

nate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. www.smile.amazon.co.uk and 

 
The PTA’s Honesty Box is open.  As well as produce 

being available for parent’s to buy, we do also need 

donations to sell please.  Just pop them on the dis-

play outside reception.   

Please support the school by attending the Virtual 

PTA meeting at 6pm on Wednesday 19th May and 

volunteering to help raise funds to continue to     

support all of the pupils who attend our lovely      

village primary school.  



Vale of Pewsey Churches 

 

 

Click on the picture above to read about worship in the Vale of Pewsey.  To read the latest ’Sofa News’ 

please click here:  16th May 2021 

Dates for your Diary 

 

 

Virtual PTA Meeting - 6pm         Wednesday 19th May 

World Bee Day 2021 (Gardening Club celebrating)     Thursday 20th May 

Virtual Parents’ Evening         Tuesday 25th May 

Virtual Parents’ Evening         Wednesday 26th May 

End of Term 5           Friday 28th May 

Staff Development Day - no pupils in school      Monday 7th June 

Start of Term 6 for pupils         Tuesday 8th June 

St John’s Information Evening for Parents      Thursday 17th June 

St John’s Uniform Fitting Evening        Monday 28th June 

Windrush Day 2021           Tuesday 22nd June 

Transition Days           Thurs 1st and Fri 2nd July 

Yr 6 Residential to PGL Liddington  (leaving school at around 4.30pm)  Frid 2nd - Sun 4th July 

Annual Reports issued          Friday 9th July   

OPS Carnival Celebrations         TBC 

End of Term 6 for children         Thursday 22nd July  

Staff Development Day          Friday 23rd July 

 

Click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website.  Term Dates including Staff De-
velopment Days for the Academic Year 2021/2022 are posted here. 

Y6 - PGL TRIP PAYMENTS 

Please can we kindly request that parents keep up with PGL payments that are set up on 

Parent Pay. The school has had to pay to the trip in full in order to secure the dates and 

we have no budget to cover this cost.  

https://www.valeofpewsey.org/church-news/weekly-news/
https://www.valeofpewsey.org/
https://oare.excalibur.org.uk/parent-information/term-dates/







