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NEWSLETTER
23/07/2021
“It is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, and it grew and became
a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.”
Luke 13:19

Dear Parents and Carers,
We are at the end of probably one of the most memorable years I have ever had in teaching. Today we
have welcomed the opportunity for a moment to reflect as a staff during our virtual training day, as well as
to begin the planning for the new academic year to come. We thank you for your support over the entire
year, as well as over the last few days. Whilst we had hoped so much that the term wouldn’t end as it
did, it cannot negate the fabulous year we have had with so many wonderful memories, despite all of the
obstacles that have come our way. I thank every single person of the community of OPS who has contributed in ensuring that we provide the very best we can for the children of Oare.

As ever the end of an academic year sees changes. We were extremely sad to say goodbye to Mr Taylor
who has so brilliantly covered Miss Merritt’s maternity leave. He was overwhelmed with the cards and
gifts he received and sends his thanks. Welcome back to Miss Merritt - we are delighted to have you back
with us. From September, Mrs Kapoor will be our permanent bus driver and Mrs Thompson will be providing wrap-around care. Finally, I am sad to share the news that Miss Gilding will be leaving us as a TA/
MDSA. She will be very much missed by the children and staff. There are not enough words to thank her
for all she has given to the school.
My thoughts turn to our Year 6 children as they come to the end of their primary school years. This year’s
cohort of children truly represent the values of OPS and in yesterday’s virtual
Leavers Assembly they proved this more than ever.
We are so incredibly proud of their achievements. Their academic results speak
for themselves with 84% of the Year 6 children meeting the national standard in
reading, writing and maths. This is testament to how hard they have worked both
during the lockdown, but also in school.
This group of resilient, confident young people are a credit to OPS and I am proud
to send them on their way to secondary school. I feel privileged to have had the
opportunity to teach them all and to play some part in growing their minds. I wish
them a wonderful future and hope that they will always have a little place in their
hearts for Oare CE Primary School.
Sadly, the recording of our end of year musical WOW What a Year wasn’t completed prior to KS2 having
to isolate. We do however have some footage which we will put together so our Year 6 pupils have a
memory of the scenes we had managed to capture. I am sure the memory of recording it will stay with
them; I know it will with Mr Taylor and myself.

I wish you all a wonderful, restful and hopefully sunny summer break.

OPS at The Cotswold Wildlife Park

A really lovely day was had by all at the Cotswold
Wildlife Park. It was lovely for the whole school to be
able to get out together on a trip after so long and we
extend many thanks to all the staff and volunteers who
helped to make this happen.

A good school library isn't just important for academic achievement. Reading for pleasure also
improves children's wellbeing – something our
children need now more than ever before.
The National Book Token big prize draw is back,
giving you the chance to win £5,000/ of National Book Tokens for our school library – and if
your entry is picked, you'll also get £100/€120
of National Book Tokens to spend on yourself!
Please spread the word - the more entries we
get, the more likely we are to win.
Go to https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools to enter. Closing date 31st
July 2021.
We love reading at Oare and strive to provide a wonderful range of books for
the children. Please help us to achieve this by entering this prize draw.

WANTED: Cardboard Boxes
We have several creative projects planned for September. Could we request
that if you have any deliveries over the summer, could you save cardboard
boxes for us please. The perfect type of cardboard is the thickness of the
boxes that Amazon deliver in.

A final WOW to the entire school community and in particular:
WOW to all of the children of OPS for being just amazing to work with and
for their energy and enthusiasm, even when faced with the last four days of
school being remote.
WOW to all of the new pupils who have joined OPS recently. We are so impressed with the way in which you have settled and can’t wait to work with
you in September.
WOW to the amazing staff of OPS for their endless support and care for the
children and for doing their absolute best to not allow the end of term fall
flat.

Achievements outside of school:
WOW to Bea for achieving the Coaches Player award at the Under 8’s Marlborough Angels Football Team. She was awarded this for being a really good
role model to others.

Dates for your Diary
Staff Development Days - no pupils in school

1st / 2nd Sept

First day of Term 1 2021/22 for Year 1 - Year 6 - Values Day

Friday 3rd Sept

First day for EYFS children

Monday 6th Sept

Owl Class to Marlborough Literature Festival

Tuesday 21st Sept

National Poetry Day

Thursday 7th Oct

Click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website. Term Dates including Staff Development Days for the Academic Year 2021/2022 are posted here.

Vale of Pewsey Churches
Click on the picture above to read about worship in the Vale of Pewsey. To read the latest
’Sofa News’ please click here: 18th July 2021

Join the Wild World Heroes
Coming to a library near you this summer!
‘[My seven year old boy] has really enjoyed the reading challenge. He is having reading interventions at school
and I think this has really helped his confidence. Thank you for making my little boy smile and enjoy his reading
through the summer.’
Aimed at 4-11 year olds the Summer Reading Challenge produced by the Reading Agency and delivered by
Wiltshire libraries is simple and fun. Children are encouraged to read six or more library books (including
eBooks) during the summer holidays and receive rewards along the way.
The popular challenge encourages reading for pleasure over the long holidays, building reading skills and
confidence and helping to prevent the 'dip' in reading skills while children are out of school. By providing fun
reading activities this summer the challenge will also play a key role in supporting reading catch-up after a
difficult year.
In 2019, when we last ran this in Wiltshire libraries, over 9000 children took part, over 39,000 books were read
and 77% of participants said the challenge had improved their reading.
This year the challenge (which is absolutely free) will run from Saturday 10th July until Saturday 4th
September. We will be running it slightly differently to previous years, giving out complete packs of materials to
take away (rather than children visiting regularly to collect items), please see our website for more details about
how to get hold of a pack.
If they prefer, children will be able to take part in the challenge online at: summerreadingchallenge.org.uk.
Here, they will also find games, competitions, book recommendations and much more to inspire them.
The theme of the challenge this year is Wild World Heroes - The Reading Agency has teamed up with WWF to
encourage children across the country to engage in fun reading activity focused on environmental issues. In
addition libraries will also be running a ‘Climate action’ fun activity, with prizes for some lucky participants!
Children will need a library card to borrow books (and eBooks), for more information on joining the library and
all Wiltshire library services visit: wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries or email: libraryenquiries@wiltshire.gov.uk

