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NEWSLETTER
20.10.2021
“I want a fairer, more just society where people can afford the basics in life.”

Our focus this term has been to explore What’s Fair? As each class letter outlined at the beginning of the
year, this global learning theme has been approached in an age specific manner thinking about the
knowledge and skills that underpin the children’s understanding of what is fair in the world we live in. We
have had many powerful discussions around this and the children of Oare are to be commended for their
thoughts and understanding of the world around them.
In the planning for our Harvest Festival I was led to the quote I have chosen for this newsletter which I
took directly from The Trussell Trust’s website. I am immensely proud of the way in which the children
conducted themselves at the church on Tuesday and will share later in this newsletter some examples of
the thoughts, poems and RE work shared.
We are delighted to be welcoming Mrs Sarah King to the staff team after half term as teaching assistant/
MDSA. She will be working alongside Mrs Dodson with Skylark Class all day on a Monday and every afternoon throughout the week.
If you need to email us for any reasons, can we please ask that you contact us through:
letters@oare.excalibur.org.uk
This email address is monitored at all times through the school day either by Mrs Purnell, or by Mrs Osborn. Emails are treated confidentially and will be passed on to the appropriate staff. We aim to reply to
any queries as quickly as possible. If staff are teaching, including myself, we cannot place a guarantee on
when we read emails to any other email address.
Please note that the school office is closed on a Friday afternoon from 12.30pm, but the letters email address will be monitored throughout the afternoon by Mrs Osborn in case of emergency.
Please remember that we operate an open-door policy at Oare Primary School. If you are concerned
about anything, please either email letters, ring the school office to make an appointment or catch us at
the end of school. We would rather talk to you than you feel that you can’t or feel that you don’t want to
make a fuss. We are all parents ourselves and promise that we understand concerns with real empathy
and genuinely value your input.
Thank you as ever to the entire team at Oare for their hard work and commitment throughout Term 1. I
wish them and you a restful half-term and look forward to the forthcoming Christmas term and the exciting
and wondrous celebrations of this very special term in the school year.

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter for all the latest news from OPS.

OPS

ECO-COUNCIL COMMITTEE 2021-2022

I am delighted to have the opportunity to
work with such an enthusiasm and passionate group of children alongside our
Chair of Governors, Margaret Thompson.
This group of young environmentalists
couldn’t wait to get stuck in to working
towards achieving a Green Flag for Oare CE
Primary School. In fact, it is to the credit of
the entire community of Oare that even those children who didn’t get elected on to
the Eco-Council are passionate about getting involved. Our application is already in progress and our Eco-Council
are looking forward to sharing the school’s journey with you through regular updates from the children.

Bags2School
Many thanks to Mrs Purnell who has booked a Bags2School collection for Tuesday 30th November. Please go
to https://bag2school.com/what-we-collect to find out more information. This is an opportunity for a clear out
pre-Christmas as well as supporting our commitment to sustainability by donating items to
further the circular economy. Eco-Council will be encouraged to get involved in this collection
and to learn a little more about where the items will go. Bags will be sent home for items a
couple of weeks before the collection, although they will be accepted in black bins bag if you
wish to start collecting now!

Hello Yellow
It is with great thanks to Seren, now in Year 6, who first championed
Hello Yellow at Oare Primary School some years ago. This year, not only
did we ask the children to come to school dressed in something yellow,
but we also challenged parents to join our support in showing young
people that they are not alone in their mental health by wearing yellow
at pick up. Thank you parents of Oare - you did not disappoint!

The Reading Curriculum at Oare Primary School
We are extremely excited that reading is a whole school focus this year as part
of the school’s annual academy improvement plan. Even more so because it
coincidentally falls in line with the Wiltshire Year of Reading, an initiative
which aims to inspire young people to read for pleasure, to enjoy the written
word through a host of activities and inspire the wider community to take
part too.
We will be sending out three reading newsletters a year telling you all about reading initiatives in school including how we plan to monitor each child’s reading journey through the use of GoRead, ways for parents to get involved and how to support your child effectively in partnership with us to ensure that every child has the opportunity to not just learn to read, but to open that magical doorway to reading for pleasure. We love reading at
Oare and can’t wait to take your child with us on our journey of celebrating all things bookish!

National Poetry Day 2021

Huge thanks to all of the parents who sent in their favourite poems to share with the children on
National Poetry day. We were overwhelmed with how many recordings of poems we received,
copies of favourite poems from childhood, a huge folder of wonderful poems and even a poem
written about a parent. Thank you so much for taking the time to support us.
The development of a rich and wonderful vocabulary is a huge focus for us here at Oare and it
was lovely to be able to use the poems shared to help us promote the use of language in such
a wonderful creative way.
The impact of National Poetry across the UK is growing each year - even Radio 2 this year
joined with poetry readings taking place throughout the day.
We are delighted that there is a real love of poetry amongst the children at Oare that has been
fostered through awareness of this beautiful way of writing.

Poetry Day isn’t a one off for us and I am delighted that poetry lives and breathes throughout our curriculum and we
are immensely proud of the quality of poetry produced by
the children.
If you would like to share a poem over half term with your
child, The Children’s Poetry Archive is an amazing place to
start. You can hear poets reading their work and learn a bit
about what inspired them to write.
The link to one of the children’s at Oare old favourites is below:
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poem/walking-with-my-iguana/

We loved the children’s responses to poetry.

OPS Harvest Festival 2021
We saw an emotional return to Holy Trinity Church in Oare for our Harvest Festival. Unbelievably, the last time the
school gathered there was in December 2019 for our nativity. Grateful thanks go to Margaret Giddings (Church
Warden) and Reverend Mark who as ever made us feel so very welcome and shared in my emotion that we had
not been there for such a long time. We were extremely sad not be able to welcome all of the parents to join us,
but very much thank you for the extraordinary amount of donations for the Devizes Foodbank. Mrs Osborn will be
honoured on the schools behalf to deliver these donations to the foodbank later this week.
Our focus this year for our Harvest Service was related to our What’s Fair theme. I am extremely proud of the empathy shown by children of all ages in relation to our learning about harvest and in particular in relation to the gifts
of food we offered during the service and why we do this. The service highlighted in particular three of our school
values, Wonder, Empathy and also Community and it is with great pride that I can say the children of Oare truly
connect with the values of the school and are able to articulate them and their thoughts around them.
Children from Kestrel Class shared extremely thoughtful poems they had written, with one our favourite lines being ‘Love given in the form of food.’

Children from across the school shared their
RE learning from Term 1 which focused on
how Hindus, Sikhs, Jews and Christians celebrate harvest. The children discovered these
religions had many similarities in the way in
which they celebrated and said thank you for
the gift of food.

We sang thanks for the harvest by lifting our voices in Mrs Osborn’s favourite harvest refrain:
There’s a song to sing as the harvest comes in,
To the one who gives sunshine and rain,
Let us all join in with a thank-offering,
For the harvest that’s gathered again.
And we thought about the UN Sustainable Development Goal No 1: No Poverty as Reverend Mark blessed the

gifts of food presented by the children.

Harvest Poems from Kestrel Class
H Hunger puts us here

Harvest Festival

A Amazing people help

H

Happiness is shared around the foodbank

R Red amazing apples

A

Apples being shared

V Veggies to help others in need

R

Rumbling tummy’s waiting for food

E Eating food from the foodbanks that are lifesavers

V

Very red and juicy apples

S Sharing food with other people

E

Enough food at the table

T Together we can help each other

S

Strawberries transformed into juicy jam

T

Together as one.

Frankie, Year 4

.

Delilah, Year 3

Harvest Poem
H Help the foodbank by donating food.
A Amazing volunteers help make other lives better.
R Ripe fruit ready to eat.
V Veggies bubbling in the pan.
E Excellent homes for the homeless.
S Share your food with people in need.
T Together is better.

F Food made with with love for the unfortunate.
E Enough food for everyone.
S Share your food with people in need.
T Together is better.
I Ingredients mixed together.
V Volunteers helping out.
A Apples bursting with flavour.
L Love given in the form of food.

Molly, Year 4

OPS Blessing Service
Thank you to Reverend Mark for a lovely blessing service for all of our new starters. It was
lovely to be able to gather together once again
to welcome and bless new children to our
school.
Reverend Mark also blessed Mrs Purnell, who
despite having been with us for over a year
now, had never received a blessing. Mrs Saunders also received a blessing for her birthday,
which the children enjoyed sharing celebrations
with her.

School Drop-Off

We very much value the support of our neighbours in Cold Blow. We are conscious that pick-up
and drop offs are busy and please ask that you are considerate when parking. Please ensure
that you always park in a designated spot on the lane and take into consideration the nasty bend
just before the school. A few parents have been doubling parking and local residents have requested that this is avoided please.
We are aware that the building work on the lane has caused extra congestion and thank you for your patience. This should ease after halfterm.
Our local community policeman does visit the school regularly and I
have put a request in for him to visit to monitor traffic flow and parking

OPS HOUSE SYSTEM and PRAISE POINTS
Now that we no longer have to quarantine items, we are delighted to be able to reinstate our House
system that encourages a team ethos and allows children of all ages to have a common goal. Children
are praised for their efforts across every aspect of school life with praise points.
My first congratulation goes to Beech House for collecting the most praise points this
term prior to today’s house sports tournament.
We were delighted to hold our first house sports tournament of the year today with
KS2 playing team games against each other in their house groups. Sadly the heavy rain
in the night prohibited our planned Capture the Flag tournament on the school field but we will hold
this on a dry day next term. Huge thanks to Miss Davies and the Year 6 Sports Leaders for organising
this as a fun way to end what has been an extremely busy term. Special mention to Mrs Kapoor for
scoring and as ever providing enthusiastic support for all the pupils taking part. Points were awarded as
follows:
First place

Willow House

10 points

Joint second place

Holly and Oak Houses

8 points

Third place

Beech

6 points

More information will follow after half-term about house events that will be
taking place throughout the year alongside a leaflet explaining more about
our house system including how we award, collect and reward praise points.

Week 5 - Term 1
WOW to Cecilia for bravely sharing a wonderful poem.
WOW to Harrison W for great independent work in maths when sorting shapes.
WOW to Arthur for confidently sharing and reading his poem to the whole school.
WOW to Kestrels for their hard work with their independent non-fiction writing.
WOW to Harry for always being a superb learning partner, particularly in maths.
WOW to Melanie for her fantastic maths learning and for being resilient when learning is tricky.

Week 6 - Term 1
WOW to Will for his amazing drawing of Jack.

WOW to Henry for being such a positive role model to others.
WOW to Arthur for showing greater independence in his work.
WOW to Frankie for his enthusiasm for reading this week.
WOW to Tyler for his efforts with his poetry.
WOW to Anya for her amazing positive attitude and hard work across the curriculum.
End of Term BIG WOWS
These WOWS were awarded to children for their consistent effort throughout the term and general
WOWness (made up word, but appropriate I feel!).
WOW to Joseph and Eve. You both have worked so hard and welcomed a new baby sister, Faith, this
term. Taking everything in your stride, we are so very proud of both of you. We also love your contributions to our collective worships.
WOW to Zara. Zara works so hard in all areas of school and is a huge support to others. She has had a
great term.
WOW to Delilah. All of the staff are SO proud of how confident you have become in your approach to
your work.
WOW to Frankie. It is lovely to see such lovely enthusiasm for your learning and in particular for your
reading. Keep sharing your excitement Frankie - it is infectious.

WOW to Melanie. Goodness me Mel, you work hard and try your best. We are so proud that you love
being in Year 6 and very much enjoy your contributions to Owl Class.
WOW to Seren. Our newsletter ends on a poem written by Seren. Her quiet, studious, and exemplary
approach to her work does not go unnoticed and you truly deserve this WOW for all you have done
this term.
WOW to Rita, Lexi, Megan, John, Robbie, Melanie, Anya, Amy and Seren for being the kindest Year 6
buddies. They way in which you support your reception charges is just lovely to watch, whether it be in
the lunch hall, on the playground or walking down to church. We are so very, very proud of you.

Achievements outside of school:
Please do share your child’s achievements outside of school with us so we can
celebrate these too. They are welcome to bring things in to share in WOW
worship on a Friday.

A HUGE WOW to two members of the Oare Primary School community, Jennifer and Avey. They both
donated their hair to the Little Princess Trust, a charity who make wigs for children who lose their hair
through ill health. I think you will agree that this act embodies the WE CARE ethos of the school and
we were extremely proud to hear of this and receive such lovely photos to share with you all. WOW
Jennifer and WOW Avey!

WOW to Kyloe for earning the ‘Bear of the week’ certificate at Stage Coach. So lovely to see such confidence and courage Kyloe.

Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the same
way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. www.smile.amazon.co.uk and

OPS PTA COMMITTEE
The entire community of Oare Primary School would like to say a huge thank you to our outgoing PTA Chair
Becky Thompson and Treasurer Verity Silcocks. They have shown an incredible commitment to Oare Primary
throughout the time their children attended the school and we have MUCH to thank them for. I know many, many
children will remember the events they organised for them - I was always impressed by the drive by both Becky
and Verity in ensuring that the children of Oare lay at the heart of all they did, ensuring they enriched their school
life with lovely opportunities to simply have fun!

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Shhhhhh…..Becky and Verity no longer receive the school newsletter and so I can share my intent to show to
show our appreciation for all they have done for the school. A card for each of them will be available in the
school office for parents and carers to sign from 1st November and if you would like to add something to a collection, I plan to get them gifts as a token of our appreciation.

I am excited to announce that at the PTA meeting on Tuesday evening, new committee members were voted in
to join Sanchia who we are extremely grateful to for continuing in her position.
Nicole Shellard and Clare Stoneham - Joint Chair
Sanchia Silver - Secretary
Jenny Newby - Treasurer
The school is very much looking forward to continuing to support the fabulous work of our PTA. We are so very
grateful for your support.

Dates for your Diary
Capture the Flag KS2 Tournament

Wednesday 20th October

End of Term 1

Wednesday 20th October

Start of Term 2

Monday 1st November

Parents’ Evening: 3.30 - 6.30pm

Wednesday 3rd November

Parents’ Evening: 3.30 - 5.00pm

Thursday 4th November

Switch Off Fortnight

8th - 21st November

Remembrance Day service

Thursday 11th November

Staff Development Day - no children in school

Friday 12th November

Anti-Bullying Week

15th - 19th November

Odd Socks Day

Monday 15th November

Fire Safety Lessons

Wednesday 17th November

Pantomime Trip to The Watermill

Tuesday 23rd November

Devizes Lantern Parade

Friday 26th November

Bags2School Collection

Tuesday 30th November

St Nicholas Service - Huish

Monday 6th December

Santa Dash

Friday 10th December

Skylarks Nativity Play

Wednesday 15th December

Lataca Christmas Lunch

Thursday 16th December

Carols around the Tree

Friday 17th December

Start of Term 3 - Staff Development Day

Tuesday 4th January

Start of Term 3 for pupils

Wednesday 5th January

School Office
Please note that the school office is open:
8am—3:00pm

Monday - Thursday

8am - 12.30pm

Friday

We aim to reply to all emails within 48 hours, unless the email is of an urgent nature.
In order to ensure that all emails are read in a timely fashion, please can we request that all
staff are contacted via letters@oare.excalibur.org.uk

Please share far and wide….more pupils bring more funding which benefits every child
who attends Oare CE Primary School. Please champion us and encourage anyone looking
for a reception place for September 2022 to come and visit our lovely provision that champions the development of the whole child in a caring and nurturing environment.

The Sorrow of the Snow Leopard
It was white on the mountains. White on the ground. White, purifying everything all around.
Life seems to have been cleansed from this world. But there is life, if only it can be found.
This is a story of greed and inhumanity;
Of snow and thaw;
Of territory and food.
This tale starts on a mountainside, in a seemingly empty hollow.
Stretch, yawn, freeze.
A shape appears in the darkness.
Four powerful legs crouch.
Two blue-yellow-silver eyes narrow.

And one long, bushy tail sweeps the snowy ground.
Be cautious.
There is a hunter just around the corner.
He’s coming.
Run, if you want to live.
Leaping, bounding, hurtling.
Shooting across the snow, through the biting air like a bullet from a hunter’s gun.
Avoiding others, a solitary snow leopard.

As the moon rises, the haunted one marks out her territory,
Even in the pooling light her eyes glowing like sunlight on ice and snow.
A thick, silver-white coat brushed with frost, identical to the snow,
Scattered with black rosettes, is but a whisper in a gale.
The only thing that stops here becoming landscape are her bright eyes,
Burning frostily in her queenly face.
Snow falls over her territory, rapidly shrinking due to humans wanting it for themselves.
Snow falls over her prey, becoming scarcer and scarcer due to humans wanting it for themselves.
Snow falls over the hunter, who is creeping up behind her.
BANG.
The snow leopard is no more, her life snuffed out.
It was white on the mountains. White on the ground. White, purifying everything, all around.
But there was blood. Dirtying the snow. Uncleansing the world.
If we aren’t careful, the snow leopard will never be found.
By Seren, Year 6

