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“Continuous effort – not strength or intelligence is the key to unlocking our potential.”

Winston Churchill

It has been an extremely busy term so far, with so many examples of this term’s value of ‘effort’ in action
throughout the school.
We are extremely grateful to Reverend Mark who visits once a week to take collective worship. He thinks
extremely carefully about our values and enjoys finding links to bible stories. He recently shared the parable of the paralysed man with the children, talking about the efforts of the man’s friends to ensure that
they got him to Jesus - through the roof of the house where Jesus was staying!!!!! It promoted a discussion about the word ‘faith’ and what this word can mean in different contexts to different people.
With the beginning of Advent last week, the children created a heavenly host of advent angels to display
in the hall. We have challenged them to make the effort to think of how they can show acts of kindness
throughout the Advent period. They will be sharing examples with each other in our collective worship and
I do hope some of their kindness reaches home. This also extends to the staff of Oare, who have drawn
another member of staff’s name to become their Advent Kindness Angel - with the idea that they will
anonymously do something for them or give them something unexpected in the final weeks of term.
As the Covid-19 pandemic continues to impact on us all, I appreciate your support in ensuring that the
risk of an outbreak within the school community is minimised. Please do not send your child to school if
they are unwell and if they are displaying any of the symptoms of Covid-19, please ensure that they take
a PCR test to confirm that they are negative. Please do not rely on a lateral flow test if your child has
symptoms.
At this point, we hope to be able to continue with most of the planned events over the next couple of
weeks. Sadly, the carol singing outing to Wootton Rivers on 16th December has been cancelled, but at
the moment all other events will take place as per the school diary, subject to us being able to fulfil the
requirements of our Covid-19 events risk assessment. Should anything change, we will of course let you
know.
I would like to say a huge thank you to our PTA committee who are brimming with fundraising ideas for
the school. They ran a fabulous disco last Thursday and it was so lovely to see the children having such
fun together. I look forward to supporting many more events.
Finally, we said a sad farewell to two families this term who have relocated elsewhere in the country. We
hope that Ellis, Toby and Noel have taken a bit of Oare Primary School with them and wish them well in
their new schools. We all will miss them.

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @OareSchool for all the latest up-to-date news from
the school.

Bags2School

Thank you so much for all the donations brought into school for our Bag2School collection. We raised £57. The Eco-Council will be given this amount to
help them to further the school’s ambition to become a local recycling hub. More news to follow on their plans……….

Nut Free School
Please note that we are a nut-free school. We would like to ask parents to
help us remain vigilant for the sake of anyone with allergies to nuts and ensure that no foodstuffs containing either peanut or tree nuts are knowingly
brought into school as a snack, in lunch boxes or to cake sales.

Poppy Appeal 2021
WOW - we raised an incredible £99.10 this year. Thank you so much to all who donated.

The children created 3D poppies, as well as reflecting upon the Commonwealth War Graves conversation #Remembrance is.
We held a beautiful service in the school hall with some incredibly reflective and mature thoughts shared by the children. It was lovely that even
after the service, the children continued to add their own thoughts about
what Remembrance meant to them to the thoughts we had gathered during our service.

Super special mention to Tom
and Will who shared their ‘Odd
Socks’ from home. They were
even in their school PE kit! Well
done boys!

Anti-Bullying Week 2021
A fabulously colourful array of socks arrived in school
on Monday 15th November. Our anti-bullying week
reflected our current focus in PSHE lessons across the
school on celebrating differences. We reflected upon
the fact that two of our school values help to think
about using kind words - empathy and community.
We remain incredibly proud of the children of Oare
Primary School and their effort towards ensuring that
their school is filled with kind words.

Mad Science

We were pleased to invite the Mad Science team into school last week to deliver a taster assembly to
the whole school. It was lovely to hear the children ‘oohing’ and ‘ahhhing’ at the experiments
demonstrated and we hope it inspired our young scientists to want to know more.
We are keen to offer an many extra-curricular opportunities as we can at Oare. Mad Science is an external company who run high quality after school science clubs for primary age pupils from Year 1
upwards. If you would like to enrol your child in this club please go to https://wessex.madscience.org
and scroll down to after school registration to sign your child up—the deadline is 10th December. The
club needs a minimum of 12 pupils to enrol on the course in order to make it financially viable for the
club to run. Please note that the school is unable to enrol your child on your behalf.

Writing at OPS
We are so proud of our reception class and the way in which
they have embraced the ‘fantastics’ lenses we use throughout
the school to help us think as writers and ensure we use wonderful vocabulary to convey meaning.
The heart is our ‘feeling’ lens where we think about wonderful
words to express how a character might be feeling in our
writing. Reception classes writing journey begins with being able
to verbally articulate this. However, disaster struck when their
feeling lens went missing this week just as they were about to
describe Stickman’s feelings! Thankfully Cecilia came to the rescue by creating her own to use on reception classes working
wall.
Jane Considine is the English consultant who created this creative way of thinking linked to the National Curriculum expectations and we were delighted she responded to our Tweet celebrating Cecilia’s enthusiasm!

The Jungle Book
It was an absolute delight to take the whole school to The Watermill Theatre in Newbury for a stunning adaptation of Rudyard Kipling’s tale of acceptance and finding your place in the world. Thank
you so much to all of the staff and volunteers who made this trip possible for this children.

Pewsey Vale Football Festival
Well done to the children from KS2 who attended the recent football festival held at Pewsey Vale
School. They played brilliantly, with our two teams coming second and third in their two group tournaments. As ever, their sense of fair play shone through and we are incredibly proud of the way in
which they represented the school.
It was lovely to get back to being able to attend a sports festival and we look forward to attending
many more this academic year.

Devizes Lantern Parade 2021
A beautiful display of lanterns from OPS took to the streets of Devizes on Friday 26th November to
take part in the annual DOCA Lantern Parade. It was a lovely evening and Mrs Osborn, Mrs Dodson
and Miss Merritt enjoyed sharing this wonderful celebration with our families. Thank you to everyone
who made the effort to make a lantern and join us on the parade - they
looked like beautiful Christmas baubles against the night sky.
Highlights of the evening had to be children from Owl Class getting excited about a Dodo lantern (as part of their evolution work in science they
had been considering the fate of the poor Dodo), a super firework display
in Devizes Market Place and of course, Miss Merritt wearing a flamingo
lantern costume.

Week 2 - No WOWs due to Staff Development Day
Week 3 - Term 2
WOW to Kieran for his enthusiasm.
WOW to Harrison W for trying really hard with his writing.
WOW to Alex for making such an effort with his writing.
WOW to Toby for his writing. He enjoyed his writing so much he told Mrs Osborn that it was ‘overflowing’ on
the page.
WOW to Cali-Mae for working independently in her maths.
WOW to Bea for always working to the best of her ability.
WOW to Tyler for his beautiful artwork.
WOW to Rita. We are exceptionally proud of your hard work and resilience. Thank you for being a really active
member of Owl Class and taking such great care of our learning space.

Week 4 - Term 2
WOW to Will. Even though he was off school, he continued to work so hard at home and is doing brilliantly.
WOW to Theo for great reading.
WOW to Alex for great reading.
WOW to Bridie for her enthusiasm with her writing.
WOW to Charlie for his fabulous effort, hard work, helpfulness and kindness. (WOW that is quite a list Charlie!)
WOW to Amelia for her superb recall of angle knowledge in maths.
WOW to Lexi for brilliant work in all subjects.

Week 5 - Term 3
WOW to Kyloe for his super sentence writing.
WOW to Harrison S for trying so hard in phonics with Mrs Osborn and for his thoughtful work in Jigsaw PSHE
lessons.
WOW to Ella for always making such a wonderful effort to do her best.
WOW to Elsie for her super effort in PE lessons.
WOW to Molly for her creative and accurate writing. In particular, the use of fronted adverbials punctuated accurately and super sentence structure.
WOW to Harry R for always embracing everything presented to him. His maturity and calm approach to everything is admirable.
WOW to Seren for her beautiful, incredibly moving, mature fictional writing. Her character description of
Scrooge this week gave Dickens a run for his money!!!!

Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the same
way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. www.smile.amazon.co.uk and

PTA Events December 2021:

Owl Class Cake Sale raised a fabulous £67.
PTA ‘Dress to Impress’ Christmas Disco raised a super £230!
Thank you for all the ‘colourful’ donations for our Christmas
hampers which will be raffled off before the end of term - more
news to follow.

PTA ‘Dress to Impress’ Disco Photo Booth
Please enjoy a montage of photos taken in the photo booth run by the PTA on Thursday at the
disco. We hope they make you smile as much as they have made the staff of OPS! We think they
capture the essence of OPS; a strong community of children who love to be together and who
love to have fun! #wecare

You certainly dressed to impress OPS (involuntary rhyme!). We had superheroes including a fireman,
sparkles, suits and even a kilt! Thank you for the fabulous effort by all— including by the PTA who
were all looking splendid in their sparkles.

Dates for your Diary
Santa Dash/Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 10th December

Skylarks Nativity Play - 10am and 2pm

Wednesday 15th December

Lataca Christmas Lunch

Thursday 16th December

Class Christmas Parties

Friday 17th December

Carols around the Tree (on the playground for all) - 2.30pm

Friday 17th December

Start of Term 3 - Staff Development Day

Tuesday 4th January

Start of Term 3 for pupils

Wednesday 5th January

Click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website. Term Dates including Staff Development Days for the Academic Year 2021/2022 are posted here.

School Office

Please note that the school office is open:
8am—3:00pm

Monday - Thursday

8am - 12.30pm

Friday

We aim to reply to all emails within 48 hours, unless the email is of an urgent nature. Please
note that emails to the admin account will not be read on a Friday afternoon.
In order to ensure that all emails are read in a timely fashion, please can we request that all
staff are contacted via letters@oare.excalibur.org.uk

