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NEWSLETTER
14.01.2022
“ “Wonder is the beginning of wisdom.” Socrates
A very Happy New Year to you all from everyone at OPS.
The beginning of January is never my favourite time of year. I am a lover of Spring and light evenings but
I know this isn’t far away...my own polytunnel is reading and waiting!! Our learning theme across the
school is ‘Nurturing Nature’ which is definitely helping to lift those January blues and across the school
the children are buzzing with discussions about the wonder of the world around us. We have so many activities planned across the curriculum to get us out into our very special local landscape and I can’t wait to
be spotting those first signs of new growth and the arrival of the wonder of Spring with the children of
OPS.
One of the significant strengths of our ‘WE CARE’ curriculum is that it is driven by global citizenship. It
enables us to respond to real events and issues, and shape the children’s learning to ensure that they
understand the world around them in real time. For example, KS2 are studying rivers in their geography
lessons this term. As a geography graduate, Miss Merritt has loved working alongside Miss Davies to create a super block of learning for both Kestrel and Owl Class - that was enhanced further and made very
real by a news report last Thursday about how all rivers in England are polluted. This meant that reading
lessons on Friday in KS2 were bang up-to-date because they used a live newspaper article and enabled
us to think about how we can care for our own local rivers.
We are extremely excited that our plans to move to a new phonics curriculum and replace our reading
scheme is about to become a reality. All staff will be trained in the Sounds-Write approach and we have
secured a grant to purchase set of phonically decodable books that support this approach. The training is
4 days longs and all of our EYFS/KS1 staff including Mrs Kapoor will be first to attend the training at the
beginning of March. KS2 staff will be trained later in year.
Once the initial group have been trained, we will be offering an opportunity for parents to learn more
about this approach and how they can work in conjunction with us to support their child at home in developing reading skills at home.
It has been a tricky start to the new term for those of us who travel via Oare Hill to the school. Coupled
with Alton Barnes being closed last week and Wilcot Road being closed next week, it has added an additional layer of frustration I know for many. Oare Hill be open from 8.30am on Monday 17th January under
traffic light management and will close again at 4pm on Thursday 20th January. I spoke on Saturday to
the company undertaking the work and they do hope to be completed by the 28th January as planned.
I thank Skylark parents for their patience last week when our return from swimming was delayed due to
road closure. For the next two weeks, we will only take one group and they will have an extended lesson
to make up for the missed week. Mrs Osborn will teach the group left in school.
As ever, please don’t hesitate to speak to us if you need to. Teaching staff are always
available at pick-up, or if you need an appointment for a longer discussion, please do
speak to Mrs Purnell who will book this in with the relevant member of staff for you.

Outdoor Orienteering Course
As part of our drive to take our learning outside as much as possible, we are really, really,
really excited that on Thursday 20th January, our new cross-curricular orienteering course is
being installed across the school grounds (including on the school field). Teaching staff are
receiving training on Thursday after school to incorporate this resource into our curriculum
plans. News of this to follow soon, including an opportunity for parents to have a go at
orienteering for themselves.

https://www.crosscurricularorienteering.co.uk/

Outdoor Classrooms
As part of our annual development plan for the school and in line with the global curriculum
we have been working so hard to develop, we are really keen to continue to develop our outside provision. The installation of our new trim trail, exercise equipment and orienteering
course are the initial part of these plans. In addition, we are currently working on two bids for
this academic year to receive funding to develop our EYFS/KS1 outdoor area with a new
canopy, stage and grassed small world play area. We are also planning to install a gazebo in
the main playground as an outside classroom.
We are immensely grateful to our school business manager, Mrs Nichols for her hard work
and support in the development of the school, as well as to our PTA who are so devoted to
raising crucial funds to help us achieve this.
However, if any parent works for a company that provides match funding we would be
really grateful for a conversation about this or indeed a parent who has access to any
charitable funds to help us achieve our aim this academic year.

OPS Gardening Club needs you!
Do you have green fingers or even just an interest in gardening? Mum, Dad, Grandparents?
Are you prepared to give an hour once a week after school to support Mrs Osborn with gardening club - or possibly more? We do love to garden whenever we can!
Mrs Osborn plans to run gardening club from February onwards so we can get lots of seeds
planted ready for Spring and our garden weeded ready to create a biodiverse haven. It would
be really good to have some support to help with this. Keeping a garden tended properly is
quite a job and Mrs Osborn would be so grateful of any support - even if this can’t be a weekly commitment.
As part of our gardening club, we plan to run trips to visit inspirational local gardens, including
the amazing kitchen garden of Oare House led by the head gardener there.

You don’t have to be an expert...just enthusiasm, ability to learn from mistakes and the desire
to get a bit muddy with us! Please let Mrs Osborn know - the more the merrier to join our
weekly hit of wellbeing in our OPS community garden!

EYFS/KS1 Continuous Provision

Just a snapshot of the love and care that our staff put into our continuous provision to enhance
the children’s learning - Mrs Saunders (with technical advice from Mrs Osborn??!!???) repaired
the children’s tractor on Friday evening so they could continue to play outside with this on Monday morning.
If any Skylark farming families would like to come and support our learning in Term 3 & 4, please
do let Mrs Osborn know!

Week 1 - Term 3
WOW to Kieran for his outstanding GoRead record. It has been lovely to follow Keiran’s reading journey since starting school both in school and at home.
Well done!
WOW to Charlie for settling in so well to Year 1 and trying so hard in his first
sentence stacking lesson.
WOW to Paige for her resilience. She works so incredibly hard and we are so very proud of her.
WOW to Pearl for her confidence and independence with her learning.
WOW to Archie for settling into Year 4 so well this week and for his contributions in class.
WOW to Molly once again for her support for other pupils and hard work.
WOW to Lexi for her beautiful watercolour work.
WOW to Robbie for his beautiful watercolour work that showed a real understanding of how to mix
paint to manipulate the he colours wanted.

Week 2 - Term 3
WOW to Harry H for his wonderful drawing of a scarecrow and trying so hard to form his letters carefully.
WOW to Harrison W for super reading of tricky words - goodness you are working hard!

WOW to Ella for contributing fantastic vocabulary in sentence stacking lessons.
WOW to Cali-Mae for her effort with creating her own sentences.
WOW to Charlie V-S for his efforts with his handwriting.
WOW to Harry R for just always being consistent in everything he does and his lovely sense of humour.
WOW to Iris for always trying her best in all she does. We are so very impressed with your resilience
and perseverance.
An extra special WOW to Toby. Mrs Kapoor was so very proud of how you modelled to younger pupils
how to participate in WOW worship.
Extra, extra special WOW to the children who are independently recording their reads and thoughts
on GoRead. In particular, Harry in Year 5 and Lexi and Megan in Year 6 - we love reading your observations about grammar and punctuation we have discussed in class that you have spotted in your reading, as well as your enthusiasm, love of the books you are exploring and understanding of the benefit
of reading aloud to others. WOW!!!!!

Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the same
way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. www.smile.amazon.co.uk and

Dates for your Diary
Start of Term 3 for pupils

Wednesday 5th January

Number Day

Friday 4th February

Kestrel Class Trip to Oxenwood

16th - 18th February

Half Term Break

21st - 25th February

Start of Term 4

Monday 28th February

Outdoor Learning Days - Whole School

28th Feb,1st, 7th and 8th March

KS2 ARK (Action for the River Kennet) Workshop 1

Tuesday 1st March

Book Day

Thursday 3rd March

KS2 ARK (Action for the River Kennet) Workshop 2

Tuesday 8th March

Year 6 Bikeability

16th and 17th March

Scholastic Book Fayre

22nd - 28th March

End of Term 4

Friday 7th April

Click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website. Term Dates including Staff Development Days for the Academic Year 2021/2022 are posted here.

School Office
Please note that the school office is open:
8am—3:00pm

Monday - Thursday

8am - 12.30pm

Friday

We aim to reply to all emails within 48 hours, unless the email is of an urgent nature.
In order to ensure that all emails are read in a timely fashion, please can we request that all
staff are contacted via letters@oare.excalibur.org.uk

