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“You'll never find a rainbow if you're looking down”
As Term 3 sadly comes to a rather abrupt close due to Storm Eunice, I am consoled by putting together a
newsletter full of lovely memories of the past term.
I extend a warm welcome to Charlie in Year 1, Elijah in Year 2 and Archie in Year 4 and to their families,
all who joined us this term.
I thank you for your support during the couple of the weeks when the school was experiencing an outbreak of Covid-19. As I knew we would, we rode the wave and came out the other side still smiling. The
resilience of the children was outstanding and the relief felt by the staff when we could mark the register
as a full house was immense.
I am pleased to introduce to you Mrs Julie Bolton who has been working for the school over the past few
weeks. Mrs Bolton is an experienced primary teacher based in Devizes. She is also a very talented artist
and we are lucky enough to have secured her as a supply teacher for the school. At a time where supply
teachers are difficult to find, this is excellent news and it means that the children have consistency if a
member of staff is out either due to training or illness. Please do say hello if you see her at pick-up.
It is with great excitement that the staff team will begin to be trained in the Sound-Write phonics approach
after half-term. Mrs Osborn, Mrs Dodson, Mrs King and Mrs Saunders will be the first members of staff to
attend the four days of training and I am grateful to the remainder of the team holding the fort whilst we
attend this training on 28th Feb, 1st, 7th and 8th March in Westbury.
Thank you for your patience as we move to a new payment and booking system My Child at School
(MCAS). This is replacing Parent Pay and is an Excalibur wide project for all primary schools in the trust.
This new system will ultimately streamline all management information system administrative processes
for Mrs Purnell, but please be patient as we bed the system in.
I hope that you have escaped the worst of the storm today and stayed safe and warm. I wish you a restful
half-term and have everything crossed for a more normal Term 4.

OXENWOOD 2022
We share here the tiniest snapshot of photos from Kestrel’s trip to
Oxenwood this week. Whilst we were incredibly sad that Storm
Eunice brought the trip to a rather abrupt end, the time that we
had at Oxenwood was fabulous fun. The team at Oxenwood are
simply wonderful and I send my grateful thanks to Ed, Emily and
Geoff for providing this opportunity for the children.
The children were challenged to think about our school values
whilst they were away and we certainly saw examples of wonder,
effort, community, aspiration, resilience and empathy throughout
time we were there.
Kestrel’s will be making a powerpoint presentation at the beginning of Term 4 where the children can share more photos with
parents, as well as having the opportunity to share the experiences they had.
In addition, Oxenwood have offered us another overnight stay to
make up for returning early. We will advise you of this date once it
has been agreed.

Sounds-Write Phonics
Sounds-Write is a systematic synthetics programme which we will be moving to
as a whole school to replace the current Letters and Sounds approach we follow.
This is extremely exciting for us because every member of staff will be trained in
the approach, including our Key Stage Two teachers.
Resources
Sounds-Write have produced a large catalogue of resources for schools to support the teaching of
phonics, not just reading books. They even have the opportunity for parents to receive free training in
helping your child to read and write.
If you are interested, then for more information please go to:
https://www.sounds-write.co.uk/
Dandelion Readers
We will soon be taking delivery of a whole new scheme of decodable phonics reading books that align
directly to this approach and will be waving a ‘sad????’ farewell to Biff, Chip and Kipper!
We will be looking for volunteers to help us cover and stamp
the books once they arrive— hopefully this will protect them
for a few years. Please let Mrs Purnell if you could spare a
couple of hours to help and we will let you know as soon as
the books arrive.

Once the scheme is up and running at school, we will be inviting parents into school to look at the
books and for us to provide training in how we plan to use the scheme to support reading and writing in
school and at home.

BBC 1 Countryfile - Sunday 13th February
We were excited that Stowell Farm featured on Countryfile last Sunday. Particularly as the article was
all about the farm’s anaerobic digester, which very much fits with our sustainability agenda at school.
If you missed it, the episode is available on iPlayer.
We hope to visit the farm in Term 4 and learn much more about how
the farm turns cow poo into electricity.

Safer Internet Day 2022
Safer Internet Day 2022 celebrated young people’s role in creating a safer internet, whether that
was whilst gaming and creating content, or interacting with their friends and peers. On this day,
staff at OPS discussed how to stay safe on the internet with the children in an age appropriate
way. In particular we focussed on what to do if you saw anything that concerned you on the internet.
As well as supporting the children, we aim to support families too. Please do talk to us if you
are concerned about the internet. All teaching staff have up-to-date online safety training which
is renewed annually. In addition, we stay up-to-date with latest internet developments through
the National Online Safety website.

Internet Safety Advice - Parental Controls
The internet can be a wonderful place for children to explore but it can also be a frightening place, a
place where children can get tricked, scammed or bullied.
Below is a link to the Internet Matters website where it provides guidance on setting up parent controls
on different devices.
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/

Parental controls are just part of the way you can help keep your child safe online.
More top tips include:

•

Talking to your child. Explain why you are setting parental controls; to keep them
safe. But also let them know that they can talk to you to discuss why certain settings
are in place.

•

Set good, strong passwords where you are able. On some parental controls you can
set a password which prevents settings and features from being changed.

•

Age is a significant factor; as children get older, restrictions and controls you use will
change, but only at a pace that is appropriate for your child, not pressure from your
child “because everyone else is allowed”.

Content filters are never 100% effective, it is likely at some point that your child will see
inappropriate or upsetting content and it is important that you are able to talk to about
this.’ NSPCC

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Schools across the country will be celebrating the 25th Anniversary of
World Book Day this year. The theme is ‘You are a Reader’ and we will
be sharing top tips with the children to help deliver this message and support all pupils in a finding a book they love.

WORLD BOOK DAY DRESS UP - Thursday 3rd March 2022
Come to school dressed as a story book character that you love. Please
ensure that you bring a copy of the book your chosen character features
in, as we will be holding book readings to share our favourite extracts
with each other. Hopefully we will inspire each other to read a book that might be new to us.

BOOK TASTING EVENT
Each class will be holding a book tasting event to encourage children to
try different genres of books. We look forward to them completing their
book tasting menus and hopefully being inspired to try something new. I
wonder what they will choose to put on their plate???
BOOK COVER CHALLENGE!
Authors work very closely with talented illustrators to create wonderful book covers. We would like
the children to recreate a favourite book cover and to send a photo to letters@oare.excalibur.org.uk
with the subject ‘Book Cover Challenge ’ by Friday 4th March 2022. Our Chair of Governors, Margaret Thompson will be invited to judge a winner from each class. Winners will receive a reading
goodie bag selected by Mrs Osborn.
I know we have lots of creative minds out there but if you are stuck for ideas, the internet is full of
examples of this craze that first started in lockdown! Have fun and I can’t wait to see your entries. I
am hoping to receive a few from staff too!

A VISUAL CELEBRATION OF TERM 3 AT
OPS

Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the same
way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. www.smile.amazon.co.uk and

PTA Valentine’s Bake Off Competition
What an incredible array of goodies arrived in school last Monday morning. I am very
pleased not to have been given the job of deciding the winners and am grateful to Victoria Le Seur (an ex-governor and long time supporter of the school) for coming in to
judge.
An amazing £155 was raised from the cake sale, donations towards Wearing Something
You Love and the Guess How Many Love Hearts competition.
I extend a huge thanks to our PTA committee - not only do events like this raise funds
for the school, but they very much bring our school community together and are
LOTS of fun for the children.
Thank you also to all those who supported the children in their baking
efforts - your support made this
event a huge success.
https://marlborough.news/news/
oare-primary-school-celebratesvalentines-day/

Dates for your Diary
Half Term Break

21st - 25th February

Start of Term 4

Monday 28th February

Outdoor Learning Days - Whole School

28th Feb,1st, 7th and 8th March

KS2 ARK (Action for the River Kennet) Workshop 1

Tuesday 1st March

Book Day Dress Up

Thursday 3rd March

KS2 ARK (Action for the River Kennet) Workshop 2

Tuesday 8th March

Year 6 Bikeability

16th and 17th March

Scholastic Book Fayre

22nd - 28th March

End of Term 4

Friday 7th April

Click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website. Term Dates including Staff Development Days for the Academic Year 2021/2022 are posted here.

School Office
Please note that the school office is open:
8am—3:00pm

Monday - Thursday

8am - 12.30pm

Friday

We aim to reply to all emails within 48 hours, unless the email is of an urgent nature.
In order to ensure that all emails are read in a timely fashion, please can we request that all
staff are contacted via letters@oare.excalibur.org.uk

Jubilee and beyond? – You
decide
This June sees the celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. In the past, this kind of national celebration and long holiday weekend is the type of occasion that we have celebrated in some way as
a community.
But there’s a problem.
The current Village Hall Committee is too small to plan and run the type of events you might want to
attend. The Committee has dwindled to very small group who are determined to keep things running. But we are limited in what we can actually do on our own. The Hall has been barely used since
the start of the pandemic,with very few events or regular bookings.
There are lots of events that COULD happen over the Jubilee weekend. Some kind of street party or
village picnic? A beacon on the hill? Dressing up in Fifties clothes; and so on.
But if you want to enjoy community events for the Jubilee (and beyond), it will need more members
of our community to step up and help to organise and run them. We need YOU – or nothing will
happen.
We do need new members of the Committee, but even if you can just volunteer to assist with the
running of an event, that would be an enormous help.
Come along to one of our two meetings at the Village Hall:
Friday 4th March 6:30 pm
Or Saturday 5th March 11 am
And tell us what ideas you have for events and how YOU would be able to help.
I hope that you feel that you want to get involved. This is important for the future of the community
and for the Village Hall.
Thank you for your support
Jon Ford (chair) and Oare Village Hall Committee
Email: info@oare-wilts.co.uk Tel: 01672 564964

