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NEWSLETTER
1.4.22
“ Inspiration follows aspiration.”
Rabindranath Tagore
Despite the rather cold end to March, we were delighted that this didn’t dampen the spirits of Kestrel
Class who were given the opportunity to pay a return visit to Oxenwood after Storm Eunice cut their first
trip short at the end of Term 3. Miss Davies was particularly delighted because it afforded them all sorts
of opportunities that they don’t normally have time for. We are so grateful to the amazing Oxenwood
team for facilitating the return visit for the children. Huge thanks of course must go to Miss Davies and
Mrs Saunders for accompanying the trip and to Mrs Kapoor for helping to provide the transport in addition to the Oxenwood minibus.
It is with great excitement that we can announce that the Small Schools Sports Festivals are starting up
again. Amy and Melanie trained last week as Year 6 Sports Leaders and will attend the KS1 Multi-Skills
Festival along with 10 pupils from Skylark Class next Tuesday. Places at all sports festivals are limited
to the same amount from each school. However all children will be given the opportunity to attend
sports festivals throughout their time at OPS so even if they didn’t get to go this time, they will have the
opportunity at another point.
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to Freya in Year 2, Scarlette in Year 4 and Declan in Year 5
and to their families who have joined the Oare family during Term 4. We are delighted to welcome you
and as ever are blown away by how quickly children settle into the rhythms of a new school.
Thank you to all those who have responded to my plea for help with gardening club - I am quite overwhelmed. I will email you all back and plan to make a rota so we can get out into the school garden a
couple of lunchtimes a week to hopefully cultivate a bumper harvest of crops and flowers this year. As
ever, any donations of plants are always gratefully received.
I am keen to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee at the end of Term 5 with an ‘Oare Street Party’
inviting friends, families, governors and anyone connected to the school. This is the seed of an idea, but
if you would like to join me on a committee to make this happen, I would be really grateful of any help.
Finally, I would like to extend a very personal thank you to everyone who made my birthday so special
this week. I arrived to a huge banner painted by the children hanging outside school and throughout the
school banners, balloons, really thoughtful presents and messages in cards. I felt thoroughly spoilt and
it certainly lessened the pain of reaching a number I would rather not mention!

School Minibus
Could we please ask that if your child does not require the minibus that you let the school office
know. The school office opens at 8am every morning, however the answerphone is monitored
prior to the school bus leaving. If your child is unwell and does not need picking up, please
leave a message on the answerphone.
Please note that the school bus is currently full and we are not able to offer ad-hoc journeys.

Scholastic Book Fair
It was lovely to once again be able to host our very own pop-up book shop and it was lovely to
share in the excitement from the children about all things books. From the sales of books we
raised an incredible £212.54 to spend on new books for the school. We will be involving the
children in selecting new books for their class reading corners.
Grateful thanks to Mrs Purnell for administrating the book fair and ensuring the children all got
the correct books.

Oxenwood - Part 2
As seems to be becoming the norm, we are becoming very adept at changing plans at the last
minute. We made it to Oxenwood at the end of Term 3, only to have to return home a day early
due to Storm Eunice hitting Wiltshire. Kestrel Class, Miss Davies and Mrs Saunders returned
for Part 2 of the trip on Wednesday/Thursday this week and had a fabulous time with lots of
extra activities. We will share some of Kestrel’s diary entries in next week’s end of term newsletter.

Year 6 Bikeability

Well done to our Year 6 pupils who have all completed and passed their bikeability training course
with flying colours!
Day 1 was extremely wet and cold and we were
really proud that this group of pupils got on with it
without grumbling, despite being pretty soggy by
the end of the day.
Day 2 saw beautiful blue skies, as the group went
off to practise their skills on the lanes around Oare,
as well as learning how to negotiate the main road
through Oare and turnings off it.
We are immensely proud that the Bikeability instructors commented on what a super group of children Year 6 were to work with: polite, hard-working
and extremely welcoming.
Well done to you all and happy cycling!

School Office
Please note that the school office is open:
8am—3:00pm

Monday - Thursday

8am - 12.30pm

Friday

We aim to reply to all emails within 48 hours, unless the email is of an urgent nature. Please
note that the admin email box is not monitored after 12.30pm on a Friday afternoon. Emails
sent to this address will not be read until Monday morning.
In order to ensure that all emails are read in a timely fashion, please can we request that all
staff are contacted via letters@oare.excalibur.org.uk

KS2 Geography: Rivers
Our KS2 pupils have really enjoyed working with
the ARK (Action for the River Kennet Team) on
the Water Matters Project. They took part in two
workshops at the beginning of Term 4, one held at
school and the second at Stonebridge Wild river
Reserve, Marlborough.
Not only did the children get to see up close the
important invertebrates that live in a chalk stream, but they also saw brown trout redds (nests),
otter spraint and plenty of bird species (including a quick glimpse of a kingfisher for some!). As
part of their field work, they used
maps to log river features, surrounding habitats and information.
WOW to John, Bridie and Esmee
who were awarded #ARKHero
badges. We are so VERY proud of
you and astounded by your
knowledge of all things rivers!
The main driver of our curriculum
global citizenship and this unit of
work not only taught the children
about what a river is, it really
helped the children to understand aspects of the The Global Goals. In particular:
•

is

No 6: Clean Water and Sanitation.

The children learnt about protecting and restoring water-related eco-systems. They also learnt
about the need to improve water quality, wastewater treatment as well as the importance of recycling and reusing waste.
The quality of work the children have produced throughout this geography topic has been superb and their final essays exploring the threats to the River Kennet and what we can do to protect it, were insightful and mature in their understanding of the issues the river faces.
We hope some of the children may pay a
return visit to Stonebridge over the Easter
holidays with parents/carers so they can
share their knowledge with you.

If you are interested in learning more
about the important work of ARK
(Action for the River Kennet), click to
follow them on facebook or go to
their website.

Week 1 - Term 4

WOW to Kyloe for writing the most incredible mud pie instructions.
WOW to Theo for his all-round effort and for believing in himself.
WOW to Fred for his effort in all he does and positive attitude towards learning.
WOW to Elsie for her independent writing, beautifully presented and of exceptional quality.
WOW to Scarlette for her amazing smiles and positive attitude.
WOW to Amelia for working so hard.
WOW to Robbie for his engagement with the ARK Workshop 1 and for sharing his extensive knowledge
about rivers.

BRAVE SPELLER: Toby

Week 2 - Term 4
WOW to Joseph for performing with such confidence
WOW to Reuben for great enthusiasm in phonics
WOW to Ella for showing such kindness to her classmates
WOW to Delilah for her maths work.
WOW to Lacey for her focus in class.

WOW to Evie for her harnessing her creative and dramatic strengths to explore her learning.
WOW to Megan for being consistent in her attitude towards her learning and desire to achieve her
best and for being an amazing buddy who is a role model to Year 5.
BRAVE SPELLER: Ella

Week 3 - Term 4
WOW to Harry H for his effort in phonics lesson.
WOW to Harrison S for his hard work in all aspects of school.
WOW to Freya for settling into a new class so well.
WOW to Jennifer for enjoying her work and her lovely smile this week.
WOW to Archie for asking for help when he needs it.
WOW to Harry for making an enormous effort with his handwriting.
WOW to Robbie for making an enormous effort with his handwriting.
BRAVE SPELLER: Fred S

Week 4 - Term 4

PE WOW’s from Rhys for Skylarks:
Oli, Freddie and Fred for support effort and attainment in PE lessons.
WOW to Cali-Mae for her independence and hard-work.
WOW to Orla for her wonderfully descriptive writing.
WOW to Evie for her beautiful writing and ability to weave two genres of writing together so well.
WOW to Melanie for her fraction work.
WOW to Amy for extending her learning outside of the classroom, for being inquisitive, for thinking
about her learning and for striving always to do her best.

BRAVE SPELLER: Harry H
An very extra special WOW to Harrison W for his kindness towards another pupil.

Week 5 - Term 4
WOW to Kieran for always giving 100% and always with a smile.
WOW to Kyloe for brilliant maths this week.
WOW to Zara for her hard work and her super smile.
WOW to Freya for her positive attitude towards all work and lovely smile.

WOW to Jennifer for showing good stamina at Oxenwood even when feeling tired.
WOW to Scarlette for the way she involved herself at Oxenwood, even though she hadn’t been before
when the rest of the class had.
WOW to Declan for his diligence in his maths work.
WOW to Rita for buzzing with excitement in maths. (How lovely to type this Rita!)

Out of school WOWs
WOW to Kieran for being awarded a trophy at football training for his
listening skills and effort.
WOW to Will for being awarded a trophy at football training for his listening skills and for his kindness towards another boy.
WOW to Tom for winning his first ever swimming gala for Tidworth
Congers. He competed in the 10U group and won numerous races - an
incredible 4 golds and 1 silver.
WOW to Kiana for being awarded a certificate for her piano playing in a
Brownie Talent Show.

Please join us and show
your support for Ukraine.
•

Kestrel Class Cake Sale - Wednesday 6th April - 3.30pm

•

Dress in blue and yellow - Friday 8th
April - suggested donation £2

•
•

Purchase a peace dove or a Ukrainian inspired piece
of folk art created by the children - Friday 8th April 3.30pm

All donations will be sent to
the DEC Ukraine Humanitarian
Appeal

Amazon operates its own fundraising platform, AmazonSmile, and is no longer on easyfundraising. It operates in the same
way as easyfundraising and does not cost you any money to use. Always start at smile.amazon.co.uk and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) to Oare PTA. www.smile.amazon.co.uk and

Dates for your Diary
KS1 Multi-Skills Festival

Tuesday 5th April

Kestrel Class Cake Sale in aid of DEC

Wednesday 6th April

PTA Easter Egg Hunt

Friday 8th April

Dress in Blue and Yellow for Ukraine

Friday 8th April

End of Term 4

Friday 8th April

Oare Easter Trail

Saturday 16th April

Start of Term 5

Monday 25th April

Year 6 SATs

9th - 12th May

Yr 5/6 Girls Cricket at Marlborough College

Friday 13th May

Lataca Jubilee Lunch (possible whole school street party)

Friday 27th May

KS1 and KS2 Annual Reports to parents

Friday 27th May

Phonics Testing

w/c 6th -10th June

Tempest School Photos

Wednesday 8th June

St John’s Transition Information Evening

Thursday 16th June

EYFS Annual Reports to parents

Friday 24th June

St John’s Uniform Fitting Evening

Monday 27th June

Parents’ Evening

Thursday 30th June

Extra transition day at St John’s - invitation only

Thursday 30th June

Year 6 transition day at St John’s

Friday 1st July

Moving Up Day for all years at OPS

Friday 1st July

Year 6 PGL Osmington Bay

4th—8th July

Year 6 to see The Adam’s Family at St John’s

Monday 11th July

End of Term 6 for pupils

Thursday 21st July

Staff Development Day - no pupils in school

Friday 22nd July

Jubilee Bank Holiday in lieu

Monday 25th July

Click here to be taken to the school calendar on our website. Term Dates including Staff Development Days for the Academic Year 2021/2022 are posted here.

For more information on how to apply please go to: https://www.tes.com/
jobs/vacancy/minibus-driver-wiltshire-1597839

